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AH AT a diſeaſe is beyond 
the reach of art, is a truth, 


„which, tho ſometimes undeniable, 
is always acknowledged with relue- 
ane: But, perhaps, on no occaſion, 
is it more evident, than in caſes of 
Cancer. Theſe melancholy | complaints 
are ſo ſlow i in their progreſs, and fo pain- 
| ful, and certainly deſtructive in their 
event, that all new and uſeful ideas 
concerning them, deſerve to be laid 
before the public, and the authors of 


. them 


14 
| them to be encouraged. The editor, 
therefore, flatters himſelf, that Dr. 
Peyrilhe's Q work will be favourably 
received in is country. — ſeems 
ves have gone farther than any other 7 
has done before him, towards aſcer-- 
taining the E nature af: the diſeaſe; 
and | if he ſometimes goes into the 
field of conjecture, it is not with 
a view to indulge in idle reve- 
ries. — 5 will be found r . 


* 


reaſoning from analogy and facts. — 

Indeed, on a ſubject which is of ſo 
much importance, and which has been 
3 N hitherto ſo involved in obſcurity, 3 
has ſurely ſome right to ſpeculate." 


27 pointing out to us the true 


| principles of the © 8 he has roved 55 
Fn. „ 


"60 
that, altho it is, in many caſes irre- 
mediable; 3 yet, that it will admit of 


cure in ſome, and of balliation in all. 


The reader will, perhaps, not be ſor- 
ry to ſee the opinion of the Acade- 
my Lyons, on this work : it is 
contained in the following advertiſe- 
5 ment, the original of which is in 


__ French, 


1 The Academy of Sciences, Belles 
Lettres and Arts, at Lyons, propoſed 
© the following as the ſubject of a Prize. 
© Diſſertation, for the year 1773. To 
a form Jus inquiries. on the cauſes of 


© cancerous virus, as may lead us to of. 


. certain 
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© certain its nature amd: effefts, Fon 
ge methods Y ob viating TH 


« Authors were given to W 
c that it was expected they ſhould de- 
fine what is meant by the word, 


Cancen; point out the progreſs that 


© has been made by phyſicians, even to 


7E theſe times in the knowledge of can- 


4 g F * $ 4 
7 


© cerous diſcaſes; and likewiſe analyſe the | 


I * obſervations, experiments, and opini- 
© ans, of the maſt celebrated writers; 
8 ſelecting together, at the ſame time, 

N all the dietetic, ſurgical and pharma- . 
0 ceutical means, chat have been hitherto | 


x employed in the treatment of theſe. 
C formidable diſeaſes :—that they ſhould 


* give an account of their own proper ob- 


6 fervations ; j and deſcribe all the ſymp- 


© toms 


OY, i 8 
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, toms that precede and accompany! Nan- 


„ cers: point out the prognoſtics, 2 


« eſtabliſh indications of cure, in all 
the ſeveral ſtages and varieties of. the 


c diſcaſe ;—that they would be expected 1 | 


0 too, to trace each of theſe phenomena, 
to its ſource, ſo as to enable us to 
5 diſtinguiſh them with: preciſion ; 5 and 
_ © that they would likewiſe lay down 2 
I. ſatisfactory theory ; 3 and alſo give a view 
of all the beſt known ſpecifics i in differ- : 
2 caſes, and determine the pn 
or inefficacy of each :—in ſhort, that 
L they would be expected to throw, 34 7 
eit be poſſible, ſome new light on the 
| «© diſcoveries which may ſtill be hoped 
for, and on the means of | attaining 
c them. — The Academy requeſted the ſe- 
£ veral writers, Who: might be candidates - 


on 


1 
eon this occaſion, to add a table to 1 
«their diſſertations, which might exhi- 
: bit, at one view, a recapitulation of 
© the moſt eſſential things they had ad- | 


=; vanced. 


1 The original prize was of 600 
livres, and given by N. Pouteau, 
2 member | of the Academy.—A citl- 
© Zen, zealous for the good of his fel- 
0 low creatures, has (without being wil- 
C ling to make himſelf known), doubled 
© the propoſed ſum ; ſo that the prize 


© 18 actually of 1 200 livres. 


c 1 here were many 3 works 
* preſented to the Academy, on this oc- 
35 * caſion : the moſt \Siſtinguiſhed of the, 


Aba #5 F" 
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Fifty Guineas. 


8 
V. 


t 4 1 


7 was a Hife tu kim in Latin, intitled, : 


De Cancro, Diſſertatio Academica; 3 
with this motto, prolem ne matre 
* creatam : lt is to this work the Aca- 


demy has adjudged the 1200 livres. 
© The author of it is Ber. Peyrilhe, 


*© M. D. &c,—Altho' his | work is ele- 
0  gantly written 1n Latin, the Academy 


© invites the author to publiſh it with a 
0 tranſlation, which, by placing it within 
© the reach of a greater number of readers, 


© will render it more generally uſeful.” 


A tranſlation of it has accordingly 
been publiſhed in French, by Dr. Ma- 


they, a phyſician of Montpellier, to whom 
the author was ſo obliging as to commu- 


nicate many additional notes: all theſe 


im- 


[ vii 7 
| uaprovements are introduced in the * 7 
tion which is now offered to the public : 
the preſet editor Ta likewiſe added 
| ſome few notes, in different parts of the 
work; and he flatters himſelf, they will 
be found to be uſeful :—he has diſtin- 
guiſhed them by an aſteriſm * With 
reſpect to the tranſlation itſelf, he has 

aimed at giving the ſenſe of his author; - 
and believes he has ſucceeded pretty well | 
in the attempt : to do this more clearly 
in n Engliſh, he has ventured, in ſome few 
places, to vary the expreſſions of the o- 

riginal : : —in ſhort, he has omitted no 
pains to do juſtice to the ſubject, and to 
render his performance worthy the atten- 
tion of the medical reader ; and he now 
very reſpectfully leaves it to the public 


to o judge of its merit. 


A 


DISSERTATION 


CANCEROUS DISEASES. 
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| iNTRODUGTION.. 


\HE Cure of cancerous diſeaſes 
has withſtood the efforts of the | 
moſt celebrated phyſicians i in all ages. 
It is, therefore time to explore ſome 
new method, which may, perhaps, be 
more , "I ---In this attempt we 
ſhall derive much information from 
thoſe who have gone before us, ſo far 


Wo 


as relates to the deſcription of the diſeaſe. . 
It was the peculiar excellence of the 


ancients, to be attentive and accurate ob- 
B 8 ſervers 


2 
Wa on the ſubject of the 
proximate cauſe of Cancer, and on the 
nature of the cancerous virus itſelf, we 
ſhall be found to owe them but Uetie 
We ſhall alſo cautiouſly adopt their pre- 
cepts in the dietetic and pharmaceutic | 
treatment of theſe complaints, leſt in the 
melancholy effects which they themſelves 
acknowledge to us, we ſhould diſcover the 

ultimate bounds of the Healing art. 


8 II. The little ſucceſs with which the 
attempts of the moderns have been at- 
tended either in the way of aſcertaining 
the nature of the cancerous virus, or of 
. _ curing it, has been acknowledged by all. 
The fy and the cauſtic are even now 
our only remedies, and in the infancy of 
our art, were they not the ſame? 


*c III. We muſt, 13 by . new 
route proceed to this melancholy diſeaſe, 
which has hitherto been attacked in vain. - 
Some new principles muſt be eſtabliſn- 
ed, from which indications of cure may be 
deduced, not always ſucceſsful, perhaps, 


in their event, but different from former 
ones. 


. 
ones. -Our labours on this ſubject will 
be ſufficiently recompenſed if this little 
work ſhould be the means of convincing 
the public of the neceſſity there is for a- 
bandoning the ordinary routine, if we with 
to explore the cauſes of Cancer, to deter- 
mine its nature, and to aſcertain the moſt 
eligible method of cure.---I ſhall there 
fore arrange the ſubject propoſed by the 
Academy, under the five following 


_— bs 
The firſt ſhall be to inveſtigate” the 


cauſes of the cancerous virus. 


2. To determine its real nature. 


3. 10 explain in 


4. To conſider and point out thoſe 
ſtates of cancerous diſeaſes in which a 
cure may be obtained by the uſe of in- 
ternal as well as external medicines, 


5. To aſcertain the beſt method of ef. 


2 * "VE 


SECTION I. 


The cafe of vhe 8 2 rus in- 
i. 


IV. Before we enter into chis i inquiry, 
it ſeems right to eſtabliſh a theory of 
cancerous difeafes. --- and this feems to 
be the more neceſſary, becauſe the 
cancerous virus will be found to 
be fo connected with the cauſes of the 
diſeaſe, as to be * derived from 
them. 


gv. If the cure & Cancer is difficult, 
its definition is not leſs ſo.---Look into 
authors, and yott meet with definitions 
without number, but in general they 
are confuſed ones, and very often con- 


vey ; 


, 0 : k 2 : 
1 — 
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vey oppoſi (This defect 
ſeems to have been the inevitable con- 
ſequence of introduting a variety of 
diſtinctions in a diſeaſe that is ſimple in 
its nature; or rather, forming many diſ- 
eaſes out of one: So that beſides many 
other names, we meet with the following: 
complete and incomplete Schirrus; mild and 
malignant Schirrus and occult Comm 7 
but conſidering as we do the Schirrus and 
Cancer, as one and the ſame diſeaſe, we 
ſhall endeavour to aſcertain its ſeveral 
degrees or periods, and to deſcribe the 


_ - variety of its appearances and ſymptoms, 


in theſe different ſtages.---This method 
ſeems to be the beſt on to the nature 
of the diſeaſe, and will enable us, we 

hope, to throw ſome new light on the 
ſubject. 


FVI. A Cancer appears 1 to be a hard 
tumour of a clear ſhining ap peatancys but 
with- 


1 ol 
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(a) It would be endleſs to quote all theſe writers -e will 
only juſt mention the following in proof of what we have ad- 
. occuli Cancer, ſays Juncker, (Conſp. Chir. 


P. 137.) 


1 


without changing the colour 1 the 119 
that covers it, and is ſometimes attended 5 
with a good deal of pain, but on other 5 
occaſions with little or none (o). 


F VII. This tumor inereaſes in ſize, or 
W remains in the ſame ſtate: While it 
increaſes, it 1s running through its farſt 


ſtage ! 


WTR hs = 1 . Woe — — ow” + + 2 ” [TY I 


P. 1 37 ) is e more than the ſanguineous Schirrus—and 
the malignant Schirrus of Platner (Inf, Chir. Sect. 264.) an- 
ſwers the deſcription given to the occult ar „ by Boerhaave. | 
en 4944 | 
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bb) The generality of authors have conſidered Cancers as 
_——— from a minute tubercle, as may be ſeen in Hoff- 
mann, Gendron, who is not without ſome degree of celebrity, 
and others. Baron Van Swieten (vol. 1. p. 779.) conſiders 
Meliceris, Atheroma and Steatoma, as being of the ſame claſs 
as Schirrus and conſequently of Cancer. —We read in Plat- 
ner, (Inſtit. Chirurg. $ 773.) that a Ganglion, the mildeſt of 
all tumours, having changed into Cancer, and afforded an 
incredible diſcharge of an acrid and fœtid humour, at length 
_ deſtroyed the paticnt.—Theſe few examples, taken from a 
| multitude of others, will be ſufficient for our purpoſe. —But 
F there may be ſome readers to whom our definition or rather 
deſcription of Cancer, may not be ſufficiently ſatisfactory— 
and we requeſt them to conſider how much croding ulcers, + 
which have been called cancerous, differ from the true Can - 
cer; — and to conſult 5 63 of this work, where thoſe ulcers 
are more pariculariy ſpoken of, 


| They 


LO 
tage (c)---The moment it ceaſes to be 
painful, and loſes its ſenſibility (d) it has 


reached its ſecond ſtage. 
8 VIII. A Cancer frequently remains 
many years in this ſecond ſtage, and oc- 


. n — 
* — >. a 9 
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They who give ſimply the name of tumor to the diſeaſe in 
theſe two firſt ſtages, and allow the name of Schirrus only to 
what we conſider as the third period, difter from us only in 
terms, and certainly mean the ſame thing. When they attempt 
to. inveſtigate the beginning of Cancer, they all of them go 
back to the lymphatic tumors which we confider as the firſt 
and ſecond degrees of Cancer.—The only difference, then, 
between us, is, that by a clear and natural diviſion we de- 
velop clearly and eaſily the beginning of Cancer, while they 
do it with difficulty and obſcurity. . . 


(c) Schirrus non exquiſitus, imperfect Schirrus of au- 


5 thors. 


(d) Schirrus exquiſims.—Perfef Schirrus. Authors ſpeak 
of the inſenſibility of Schirrus, as of a certainty. But how 
Has this inſenſibility been proved? Who ever touched one of 
theſe tumours, but with the inſtrument with which it was to 
be extirpated and if it is impoſſible to touch it, how can 
inſenſibility be eſtabliſhed as a diagnoſtic fignof Schirrus ? we 
are certainly permitted to ſay, that a Schirrus is attended with 
no pain, but not to ſay chat it is inſenſible.— I have not, how- 
ever, been willing to refuſe this ſuppoſed loſs of ſenſibility, 
that I might not ſeem to deviate too much from the ordinary 

definition. 5 = . 


caſions 


K 3 


1 no inconvenience to 4 patient 5 


but more commonly, either from its own 
powers, the injudicious uſe of ſtimu- 


lating, or other applications; ſometimes 


from intemperance, a blow, or hs cauſes, | 
it recovers its ſenſibility even to an ex- 
treme degree, and then there comes on 
a lancinating, pungent, burning pain, 
which indeed is not conſtant, but returns 


at ſtated intervals, and more eſpeci- 


ally towards night. --- Theſe are the 


characteriſtic phenomena of what we con- 


ſider as the third ſtage () of the diſeaſe. 


s IX. Theſe ſymptoms go on increaſing, | 
till at length the tumor becomes, as it 
were, rough and unequal---it raiſes itſelf 


into a point, and the veſſels which are 
diſtributed around it, become tumid, and 


of a violet, or darkiſh, and even of 5 
black colour —-ſtill, howeyer, the tumor 


Increaſes in bulk, and becomes ſofter in 


# 


5 "64 c 1 
* i . 
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le) Schirrus nalignus of ſome writers. —Oceul Cancer, of 
others. | 


certain 


1 


certain x ſpots, and at length the ſkin, be- ” 
ing, as it were, eroded, - opens and forms 
an horrid ulcer, the WET of which ſoon _ 
appear thick, hard, and turned back, and 
of a pale Ae" or land colour.---This ales 
diſcharges an acrid and fœtid ichor, of a 
dark, yellow, green and bloody colour, 
which e () and devours all the parts 

it paſſes over, and at length terminates 
the life of the patient, by the moſt horrible 
torments unleſs ſeaſonably relieved by 1 re- 


medies (g ). 
4 X. The moſt ordinary ſeat of Cancer 
is in the glands; all ſoft, looſe, glandular 
parts, and every organ, that is compoſed 


= 


* 
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(0 Frius obſerves, at vero ulceratus Cancer aſſiduo erodit, 
et ad profundum perfodit, nec ſiſti poteſt et ſaniem emittit 
omni ſerarum veneno deteriorem, copia et odore abomina- 
bilem.—Hildanus, Wiſeman, and other ſurgical writers, are 
filled with accounts of the ravages ob this diſeaſe. 


(s) This is the fourth ſtage, or Cancer Apertus—The 
Carcinoma of authors. The Greeks called it Piagedæna. 
Juncker's definition of Cancer, may be applied this degree 
of! it 


6 of 


("8 3 

of cellular membrane, with little fat, be- 
come, occaſionally, the ſeat of this Sas 
It is, however, to be remarked, that the 
organs which are neareſt to the Bert and 

thoſe which are the moſt irſtidGHNC are 
more frequently the ſeat of Cancer, than 
thoſe of ſimilar ſtructure; which are far- 
ther removed from the Neat, and, at the 
fame time, leſs ſenſible; bind that when 
the diſeaſe has once taken place, its pro- 
greſs and ravages are proportioned to the 
ſenſibility of the part it p and its 
vicinity to the heart. 


8 XI. The material « or proximate cauſe. 
of Cancer, is to be ſought for in the fluid, 
which, according to the laws of the ani- 
mal economy, is diſtributed to the organs 


we have juſt now ſpoken of. The expe- 


riments of Kauu Boerhaave, Monro, and 
others, having ſufficiently proved, that the 
lymph has a conſtant, and excluſive com- 
munication with the 9 texture, and 
with the generality of the glands. The 
lymph is therefore the proximate cauſe of 
Cancer. --- We are not to liſten to what 


antiquity "_ on this cauſe: e are to 
. 


— JC 


1 
conſider what ſhe ſays of pituita, atrabilis, 
ferments, coagulating acids, &c. as pure 
fiction, founded wholly on the ſubtility of 
Galen's Theory. Nor are experiments 
more favourable to thoſe who accuſe the 


blood, as being the ane cauſe of this 
diſeaſe pf ). 


8 XII. T he remote cauſes of Cancer, are 
various.---Chlorofis, deficiency (i), or ſup- 
preſſion of the menſes, grief, long and pro- 


found meditation, indolence, &c. as being 


ſo many cauſes capable of inſpiſſating the 
y mph ( may very properly be enumerated: 
Gaza _ © 1 


* 


— n 
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ch) See M. de Senacs experiments, Traitè du Cn, | 
p. 98. Tom. 2.—Becket de Cancro, 15 165; and 9 xxxi. 
of this work. 5 5 


(i) Dionis 0 ours J Operations) had occaſion to obſerve,” 
that of twenty women afflicted with Cancer, fifteen of them 
were between forty-five and fifty years of age: — nor is it 
ſtrange that Cancer ſhould come on rather at this time than 
at any other. — The ſuppreſſion of this excretion, is uſually 


preceded by an increaſed denſity of the blood, and, conſe- 


quently of che lymph. — l he inflammatory cruſt, which ap- 
pears on blood drawn at this period, proves Was. 


(k) The ingenious Mr. Gooch remarks, that t tumors of the 
| Schixrus, cancerous or ſtrumous nature, proceed, originally, 
from 
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mongſt the cauſes of Cancer. (1).---In ge- 
neral, every thing that tends to occaſion 
ſuch an inſpiſſation, whether it be by di- 
miniſhing the diameter of the abſorbing 


veſſels, or by any chymical means, by heat 


or cold, or other external or internal cau- 
ſes, will be liable to lay the foundation 


for Cancer; for, if the movement of the 
lymph is retarded, it will inſpiſſate, and 
obſtructions will be formed in the glands, 


through which it is to paſs. Every body 


knows, that the preſſure of hard bodies, 
falls, blows, &c. as immediately tending 
to produce theſe effects, deſerve the firſt 
place amongſt the remote cauſes of Can- 


. 


* 
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from lymph obſtructing the glands, = he has proved to a | 
demonſtration, by experiments :—Med. Obſerv. p. 137. 


( Among the different ways in which the remote cauſes 


concur in the formation of Cancer, there is one, that is no 


Jeſs true than it is ſtriking; and that is, the decreaſe of the in- i 


ſenſible perſpiration, and the ſuperabundance of this matter in 


our fluids. Whenever this exceſs of acrimony is met with, 
we may conſider the exiſtence of that inflammatory cruſt, 
mentioned in the laſt note, as certain, —This inſpiſſation is 
very different from that which takes place in chloroſis and 
ſerophula. 5 


. . 


1 
8 XIII. The cancerous virus is not to 


be accuſed of giving birth to this horrible 


diſeaſe: we neither take it in with the 


air we breathe, nor with our food :---nor 
is it inſinuated into the ſyſtem either by 
blos or falls (»).---Is every thing, then, 
that has been ſaid or publiſhed, on the 
ſubject of cancerous virus, to be conſi- 
dered as chimerical ?---by no means. — 
There is, evidently, when the Cancer is 
in its third or fourth ſtage, a peculiar, 
ichorous matter, to which no perſon will 
refuſe the name of virus, who obſerves the 
ravages it occaſions. But this ichorous 


matter, or virus, is formed within the 


Cancer itſelf; ſo that we are to conſider 
it as the tec; and not as the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe. 


$ XIV. It will be perde that 
he proximate and remote cauſes 1 
have enumerated as producing Cancer, 
are equally applicable to every other I 
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0550 We ſhall enquire, in another part of the PA | 
C xxxvili.) whether or not the cancerous virus is contagious 
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phatic tumour and, cancerous dil- 


_ eaſes, being evidently of a peculiar 


character, producing effects peculiar to 


themſelves, and terminating in an extra- 


ordinary manner, it ſeems neceſſary to 


find out other cauſes than thoſe we have 
mentioned. 1 5 HER 


8 XV. We "BER | om: faid, that * 55 


| lymph by being obſtructed in its courſe, in 


a particular part, becomes the proximate 


F cauſe of Cancer :--- it remains for us ta 


enquire, how this fluid, when inſpiſſated, 
and ſeemingly incapable of doing harm, 


acquires new energy, and becomes capa- 
bd ble of ſo great a metamorphoſis. 


S XVI. bath Cancer may fix its 
ſeat, indiſcriminately, on all the ſoft parts 


of the wn . its paragon, as we have be- 
| ee 


— 


— 


3 0 5 
— — ' — 


(n) Wiſeman ſaw the pericranium cancerous.—Foreſtus, 


the great angle of the eye.— Job- a-Meckren, the eyes,— 


Tulpius, the caruncula lachrymalis.Wiſeman, a Cancer 


around the ears Riverius, and many others, the noſtrils 


and cheeks. —Foreſtus, the chin.—Riverius the gums.— 
Ruyſch. the tongue. —Hciſter and mylelf, the breaſts of a 


man.— 


„ 


fore obſerved, are found to be more fre- 


quent in the glandular parts, which we 
know to be compoſed of a looſe, cellular 
texture, and plentifully ſupplied with 
nerves and lymphatics. Whatever may 
occaſion the firſt impediment to the courſe 
of the lymph, whether it be the denſity 
of the fluid itſelf, the atony of the mi- 


nute veſſels, or external cauſes; the firſt 


obſtacle being formed, it is certain that 
the vis a tergo will gradually add to theſe 
adheſions, while the reſt of the fluid will 
paſs off by the collateral veſſels (5 xi.) 
The lymph continuing to retain its mor- 
bid tenacity or denſity, the obſtruction 
will gradually increaſe, there will be ſome 
degree of preſſure on the neighbouring 
veſſels, which will form new obſtacles to 
the progreſs of the fluid ſtill, however, 


. 


man.—In the Edinburgh Eſſays, there is an account of a 
Cancer of the urinary bladder. Other writers have ſeen the 
liver, the ſpleen, the pancreas attacked in the ſame WAY ,— 
Stalpart, ſaw a woman who had a Cancer of the urethra.— 
Many writers deſcribe a Cancer of the uterus. —Hildanus, 
ſaw a cancerous penis.—Turner, the anus.—Amatus'Lufi- 
tanus, the legs, &c. 1 8 


- 


the 


E 16 1 


the tumour will a in ſize, and harden 
by the reunion of theſe obſtacles, till at 
length, an equilibrium is formed between 
the reſiſtance of theſe reſervoirs, and the 
power of the heart and arteries.---In this 
Rate, then, the diſeaſe is at a ſtand, or, at 
leaſt, ſeems to be ſo. 


8 XVII. It is in Ubi ſtage of the a, 
that we have ſometimes an opportunity of 
deſtroying, as it were, the germen of the 
Cancer, by attempting to reſolve it.--- 
Some of the gums diſſolved in vinegar z--= 
fumigations with vinegar, evaporated over 
a flow fire (o): or warm water, toge- 
ther with a ſolution of ſoap and alkaline 
falts, Joined to the uſe of internal medi- 
eines of a ſimilar nature, have often very 
| happily ſucceeded. But we are carefully 


_— [ 8 
— 
—— 


(o) Galen (ad Glauc) employed alternately emollients, 
and the vapor of vinegar, in diſcuſſing Schirrus :—and he 
aſſures us that ſeveral of his patients were ſo completely cured 
by this method, in a ſhort ſpace of time, that many people 
conſidered theſe cures as the effects of magic. I have often 


adopted Galen's method, and with ſuccels, 


to 


E = 


to avoid all 2etid and ſtimulating appli- 
cations, which deceive the hopes of the 
phyſician, and add to the complaint, by 
exciting a greater flow of humour; to the 
diſeaſed part: in ſhort, we have ſeen 
inflammation produced by ſuch a treat- 
ment, which, of all accidents, is the moſt 
5 alarming; ; and thus the unhappy patient 
has been carried as it were at once to the 
full accompliſhment of his ills, 


XVIII. At ahi period of the diſcaſe, 
it ſometimes happens that the vis vitæ 
remains, as it were, ſuſpended, and does 
not carry the tumour to that degree of 
hardneſs which would ſeem capable of re- 
fiſting afterwards to the moſt powerful 
rue ae this ſtate, then, the ob- 
ſtruction ſeems ſtill to belong to the claſs 
of mild tumours. But when the vis a 
zergo has long continued, the tumour, by 
being thus inceſſantly compreſſed, acquires 
a degree of hardneſs which no remedy 
can remove, and which does not ceaſe till 
the Cancer arrives at a ſtate of ulceration, 
either 10 or occult. | 


[ 18 1 
$ XIX. The tumour, by it its bade 


being thus deprived of all commerce with 
the general maſs of humours, if we ex- 
cept, perhaps, ſome little degree of inha- 
lation and exhalation; and perhaps, too, 
ſome ſort of cirdulation through the larger 
veſſels of it, it is impoſſible, from the con- 
ſtant and ia ſiabie laws of the animal 
economy, but that the ſtagnant lymph, 
and the reſervoirs in which it is con- 
tained, muſt become ſubject to putrefac- 
tion, and thus degenerate into an icho- 
rous matter :---We conſider this ichorous 
matter as the true cancerous virus :---We 
ſhall therefore attempt to prove, that ſuch 
a matter is generated within the ſubſtance 
of the tumour; and this ſhall be the ſub- 
JR of the next ſection. | 
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8 XX. Every body knows: that ani- 
mal fluids become putrid, when at reſt, 
and ſurrounded with a certain degree of 


heat.---It is therefore certain, that the 


humours which conſtitute the cancerous 
tumour, will become putrid. — Experi- 
ments do indeed prove, that a certain 


degree of fluidity is eſſentially neceſſary 


to putrefaction. Dried fleſh does not 


begin to putrefy, till it has acquired a 


certain degree of moiſture.---This fact is 


univerſally known : --- and, indeed, the 


putrefactive proceſs cannot actually take 
place without the action and re- action of 


the parts of the ſubſtance, which is to pu- 
trefy :---two circumſtances that cannot 


5 85 poſſibly happen without a certain degree 
N of fluidity. --- We are aware that the 
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ingenious M. le Cat attributes the whole 

| proceſs of putrefaction, to the eſcape of a 
certain anomalous preſerving ſpirit or 
principle; but, as we with to avoid all 
abſtra& cauſes in our enquiries, we will 
aſcribe it to a ſtate of warmth and re- 
pole, e 


BOROLLARY I. 


It naturally follows, from the princi- 
ples we have laid down, that cancerous 
concretions, will be exempt from putre- 
faction, ſo long as the defect of humidity 
prevents altogether the inteſtine motion 
of their inſenſible particles :---and from 
_ theſe ſame principles, we diſcover why . 

Cancers arrived at the ſecond period of 
the diſeaſe, when they are ſo firmly con- 
creted, prevent, by this hardneſs, the be- 
ginning of any ſpontaneous motion, and 
thus continue for a certain length of time, 
often during many years, without afford- 
ing any uncaly ſymptoms. _ 


CORDEL 
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It follows from the ſame ſource, that 
the moment the vis a tergo ceaſes, the 
matter which forms the obſtruction, will 
recover ſome degree of fluidity 2 and the 
ſpontaneous inteſtine motion will be lia- 
ble to take place.---Guided, therefore, by 
this corollary, we may eaſily conceive the 
inconveniences which emolhent applica- 
tions will occaſion, and how improper, - 
damp, marſhy fituations are, for a can- 
cerous patient. Theſe ill effects have 
been proved by experience. FE 


S XXI. Theſe corollaries agree perfectly 
with the phenomena of Cancer.---When - 
the concretion has acquired a certain de- 
gree of hardneſs, it occaſions, in this ſtate, 
only the ſlight uneaſineſs which the weight 
aof the tumour, or its preſſure on the neigh- 
bouring parts may be ſuppoſed to excite. 
However, it begins to putrify after an un- 
determined ſpace of time ; and here is the 
method I take to explain the inevitable 
phenomenon of putrefaction: it is found- 


ed 


Ta]. 
ed on the principles 1 juſt now laid 
down. ©, = 


XXII. It is repugnant to reaſon as 
well as to facts, to ſuppoſe, that the whole 
cancerous mals 1s impenetrable to the vital 
liquid: ſome minute parts of the tumour 

are indeed placed entirely out of the reach 
of the circulating fluids.- The whole of 
the circumference of the tumour, how- 
ever, and ſome parts beyond the circum- | 
ference, are ſtill affected by thoſe fluids. 
After a certain time, the minute internal 
parts, which are not affected by the cir- 
culating powers, become moiſt, either by 
immediate inhalation from the parts that 
are contiguous to them: or by the rup- 
ee adipoſe cell, or of ſome lym- 
phatic veſſel, which pours into them the 
fluid it latin :---or, perhaps, by the 
liquefaction of the lymph itfelf by the vi- 
tal heat, in a ſimilar way to what we know- 
takes place 3 in the egg during incubation, 
and this merely from the warmth com- 
municated to it by the hen.---In what- 
ever way, therefore, this humidity i is in- 
troduced, it has no ſooner taken place, 
55 than 


LF 
thai the : line motion of the inſenſible 
e begins within the tumour. - 5 


th XXII. This eee e motion be- 
ing once begun, never ceaſes, either 
whbolly or in part, till the whole maſs, of 
Z” _ humours, which is, thus excluded from 
the circulation, is transformed into a pu- 
ttricd, acrid, and corroſive ichor, which is 
truly the allaleſcente volatile of Gau- 
bius (p).— This putrid ichor is not always 
of the ſame energy, in different patients, 
nor in different ſtages of the diſeaſe. It 
is not eaſy to foreſee to what degree of 
+ malignity it will proceed: —in general, 
however, we may remark, that this ma- 
lignity will be greater or leſs i in propor- 
tion as the tumour has been a longer or a 
| ſhorter time in forming, and has acquired 
more or leſs hardneſs. —Much will depend 
too, on the patient's habit of body, pre- 
vious to or after the attack. 


8 (p) Inſtitutiones Patholog. $310. 
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$ XXIV. The infpection as; Jag tobe 
Ser in a ſtate of putrefaction, has proved 
to us, that the nerves and veſſels of every 
kind, putrefy with difficulty, while the 
cellular texture, the lymph and the other 
humours eaſily become ſubject to it.— It 
will therefore follow, that the fluid and 
Nen gf parts of the cancerous tumour, 
may, perhaps, be be advanced in a ſtate of 
putr 


action, while its veſſels and nerves 
ftillpreſervetheir ſtructure, and continue in 
: Ge meaſure, their functions. From this 
different diſpoſition to putrefaction, which 
we obſerve in theſe ſeveral parts of the tu- 
mour, we may eaſily explain the return of 
the pain at the beginning of the third pe- 
riod of the diſeaſe.— It would ſeem, that 5 
while the nerve continues to be com- 
preſſed by the parts which ſurround it, it | 
feels no irritation, nor, of courſe, an, 
pain, as there is as yet, no acrid matter to 
excite it: and this ſeems to be the cauſe ; 
of the patient's eaſe during the ſecond 1 
period. But when the diſeaſe is ad- 1 
vanced to its third ſtage, the nerve be- 1 
comes diſengaged from N is affected 


by the putrefactive proceſs, and tranſmits 
| 8 to 
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n ties difagreeable impreſſion; 
and hence the pain.—lIt is not uſual for 
this pain to come on ſuddenly. A cer-. 


tain ſenſation of heat and itching, is the. 
uſual forerunner of it; and when theſe, 


feelings ſeem to ariſe from the middle of 
the tumour, they announce with certain 


ty, that the pain is at hand, and that the 


Cancer is paſſing from the eee the 
third degree.— If, on the ot ther hand, this 
heat and itching is felt only on the ſur- |; 

face of the ſkin, which covers the tu- 
mour, it brings with it no unfavourable 
preſage, and uſually gives way to anti- 
phlogiſtic and anodyne applications :—. 
Run, to preparations of lead 6 0.— 


The 


5 9 
9 4 5 
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q) Since the firſt edition of this work, I have obſerved a 
third ſeat of the pain, in the cellular membrane that ſurrounds 
the tumour, It is difficult to diſtinguiſh between the pain that 
comes from this laſt ſeat,and che pain that is derived from within 
the cancerous maſs, notwithſtanding all the information that 
the moſt intelligent patient is able to give.— With a view to 


acquire ſome knowledge in a matter which is of ſo much 


importance, both to the diagnoſtic and proguoſtic, in theſe 5 
calcs, I apply abliſter immediately under the tumour, which I 


keep open tor ſome time, — mixing a ne euphorbium with 
2 4s | 
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The power, which is reſtored to * 


fluids, of penetrating the veſſels of the 
tumour, is the cauſe of its increaſe in 
the third ſtage; and in the fourth, of its 
e won to hemorrhage. 


8 XXV. As every reader will not 4 


low, perhaps, that animal ſubſtances are 


capable of attaining this degree of putre- 
faction and malignity i in a living ſtate, it 


ſeems neceſſary to prove it by experi- 
ments, and obſervations.— I will, there- 
fore, point out ſome of the properties of 
putrid fluids, which, I believe, will throw 


a conſiderable light on the nature of the 


4 cancerous virus. 


2 XXVI. Baron Haller informs us, (i) 
that the vapor flowing from a peſtilential 


2 — 


3 > 


the cerate at each dreſſing. — I preſer cuphorbium to can- 


tharides, as being leſs irritating, and leſs likely to be ab- 
ſorbed. —lf the pain is derived from within the maſs, it will 


not remit, notwithſlanding the diſcharge that may be pro- 


duced by the bliſter ; whereas, if it is ſeated in the cellular 
membrane, it will ceaſe entirely, at leaſt fog ſome days 5 


) Elem. . Tom. 8. p. 86. 
: bubo 5 
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bubo, threw down, as if it had been by 
lightning, an over curious phyſician who 
wanted to examine it too nearly.— At the 


ſiege of Breda, the plague being in the 


town, the blood of thoſe who died, did 


not coagulate, but appeared livid and 


teœtid (J. Vorton ſpeaks of a woman 


attacked with a malignant fever, whoſe 


blood, as it flowed from a vein, was ſo 
fœtid, that the ſurgeon who bled her, 


together with the aſſiſtants, fainted (*:).— 
In the glands of a patient, who died of 


the venereal diſeaſe, an ichorous matter 
has been found, which, from its acri- 


mony, could be compared only to aqua- 
fortis (v).—The infectious and noxious | 


_ odour diffuſed by parts in a gangrenous 

ſtate, while the ſtrength and vital heat 
of the patient continue, are well known 
to all who practice ſurgery, 


88 
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0 Naudermye, de Morbis Bredanis, p. 14. 
0 Morton, Apparat. Curat. Morborum W 8 
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$ XXVII. All theſe . prove, | 
chat the putrefactive proceſs, as well as 
the putrid liquor which is the reſult of 
it, may take place in living bodies, and 
in parts that are excluded from the air :!— 
but that no doubts may remain on this 
head, it will not be amiſs to obviate any 
objection which may be derived from the 
air s not having acceſs to thoſe parts. 


> 8 XXVII. Mhiel(odipeeiments of Hales; 
Pringle, Macbride, and others, have ſuth- 
ently proved, that it is not the accels of 
the atmoſpheric air, but the diſengage- 
ment of the fixed air, which is eſſential 
to the putrefactive proceſs.—It has been 
ſufficiently proved, that the elements of 
bodies are not diſengaged from each 
other, ſo as to be capable of ſpontaneous 
motion, till this fixed principle, which 
forms as it were their union, is ſet free.— 
Macbride has demonſtrated, that animal 
fleſh putrefies more readily under the,ex- 
hauſted receiver of an air-pump, than in 
the open air (% The acceſs of atmoſ- 
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pheric air, is, therefore, not neceſſary to 
this proceſs; and it would be ſuperfluous 
to bring more proofs of a doctrine which 
is now univerſally received, viz. That the 
eſcape of the fixed air conſtantly precedes 


putrefaction. | 


XXIX. Having thus proved from 
analogy, that the fluids, which form the 
cancerous tumour, muſt, neceſſarily, be- 
come ſubject to putrefaction.— It now 
remains for us to demonſtrate its exiſt- 
pen." 0 e 
8 XXX, He muſt have feen but 
little of the practice of ſurgery, who 
does not know, that in the third and 
fourth ftages of Cancer, we uſually 
find, within the cavity of the tu- _ 
mour, and commonly in its center, one 
or more cavities, filled with a fœtid, 
putrid, and exceedingly acrid ichor (x). 
1 Tf BE os Deidier 


N — En * * : ho % * KW. N —_— 0. RE Bhat, * 
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b) Putrid humours to which the atmoſpheric air has had 
no acceſs, altho' exceedingly acrid, are not fo fœtid as they 


1 
Deidier (y), Harris (), and other writers, 
have already remarked this.— The fact is 
confirmed by the obſervations we ourſelves 
made, at a time when we were perfectly 
diſengaged from any hypotheſis. A 
woman who lived in the country, aged 
thirty- three years and of a healthy appear- 
ance, had a cancerous tumour in one of her 
breaſts, which was extirpated. — This tu- 
mour had made ſo great a progreſs in the- 
| ſpace of three years, that lancinating, = 
burning pains, announced the opening of 
the tumour to be at hand. —While this 
tumour was ſtill in its place, there were 
| ſome little parts of it which afforded leſs 


— — 7 a: 10 


might be epebled to be; and the * of this ſeems to 
be that the fixed air, when confined within ſo ſmall a ſpace. 
is not ſo compleatly diſengaged, but that ſome ſmall part of 
it ſtill remains and keeps up a certain degree of cohæſion, 

between the elements :—hence it is, that the fœtid oil and 
alkali do not eſcape into the air, as it were by torrents, and 
that the humours thus ſheltered from the contact of the air, 

are leſs fœtid. 


| 0 Des tumeurs, p. 103. 
(2) Diſert. X. p. 168. 
reſiſt- 


* 

reſiſtance to the finger than the reſt, —T 
opened the ſofter parts with precaution, 
after having extirpated the tumour, with 
a view to collect the fluid I hoped to find 


in them, if authors were to be credited. 
1 opened five of theſe, one after the other, 


and found them filled with a clear, yel- 


lowiſh liquor, which J collected (though 
not without ſome diſguſt) by means of a 
ſponge, which had previouſly been wet 
and well preſſed ; and on putting this li- 

quor into a glaſs, I found it weighed five 

drachms.—I then cut the reſt of the tu- 

mour in pieces, having previouſly diveſted 
it of its fat and cellular membrane ; and 
then preſſing out the fluid juices ak con- 
tained, I collected as much of theſe, as 
weighed an ounce and hve drachms. Na 


= XXXI. I divided che rf a theſe 
5 fluid, which I have obſerved weighed 
five drachms, into three parts.—On one 
of theſe, A, I poured ſpirit of wine; 
on another, B, vitriolic acid; and the 
third, C, Ws <ig being mixed with water, 
Was placed upon the fire; but i in nei 
cher of cheſe experiments was there any 
= | mark 


nunculus flammeus, two pugils ; of thoſe of cotula fœtida, 


E b 
The third part 


mark of coagulation. 


of the liquor, no ſooner began to feel the 
warmth of the fire, than there exhaled 


from it, a truly alkaline vapor, if my 
ſmell did not deceive me.—Becket has an 


_ obſervation in this way, which ſo much 


reſembles mine, that I ſhall beg leave to 
quote it, —< We expreſſed, ſays he, the 
£ juices from a cancerous tumour into a 


_ <. ſpoon, which we placed over the fire, 
<« and ſoon there exhaled from it a fine 
60 _” 5a ay ſays indeed, 


= 


(a) The ingenious author does not ſeem to have. ſeen 
Becket's works, as he refers to an Eſfay on Schirrous tu- 


mours, publiſhed by Richard Guy, in which there is this 


quotation.—Becket's Cure of Cancers was publiſhed in 
1712, in 8vO.— In this work he contends, that the cance- 
Tous virus is neither corroſive, nor always contagious :—but 
his chief aim ſeems to have been to prove, that he was in 
poſſeſſion of a topical application, which would remove 
Cancer without injuring the ſound part. Guys book was 
likewiſe written to recommend a noſtrum :—both theſe re- 
medies were probably the ſame as Plunke!'s, which has 
long been kept a ſecret in Ireland, and the chief excellence 
of Which is, that it does not extend its operation laterally :— 


it is a very powerful eſcharotic, and cauſes molt acute pain. 


Doctor Macbride believes the compoſition of this remedy to 
be as follows :—* Take of the leaves and ſtalks of the ra- 


One 


- 


E 
of the nature of this vapor, but its preci- 
pitate flight ſeems to prove it to have been | 

of an alkaline nature. 

I made a ſimilar experiment midi the 
matter contained in the ſecond: veſſel, B. 
and it in ſome degree coagulated ; leſs, 
however, than the waters of the amnios 
do, when expoſed to the action of mi- 
neral acids and fire. Hence I ſuſpected, 
that the fluid in this experiment, was to 
be conſidered as lymph, which had, in 
ſome meaſure, entered into the PRI 
tive proceſs. | 2 

1 repeated, aner month ago, the ſame 
experiments, and the event was entirely 
the ſame as with the former ones. The 
matter, in theſe laſt iat! was taken 
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. one pugil; —whitc: arſenic, two drachms : flowers of ſul- 
_ © phur, one drachm mix the whole, aid rub them inta 
1 powder, which being made into a paſte, with the white 
ok an egg, is applied to the cancerous part, which it is 
meant to corrode; and being covered with a piece of chin 
bladder, ſmeared alfo with the white of an egg, is ſuffered 


to lie on from twenty-four to forty-eight hours: —aſter- 


* wards the eſchar is to be treated with ſoftening digeſtives, 
as in ordinary caſes. — Thie reader will perceive, in the 
courſe of this work, how dangerous the uſe of ſuch a remedy 


as this may be in many caſes, _ with how much caution | 3 


* lt 


1 vane” to bk ur in all. —* 
| | from ; 


to? 


from a oe tumour af as thigh, 
and from a Cancer of the breaſt in 
the third ſtage, which was taken from a 


woman, who died ſuddenly :—it was ex- 


tirpated about eight hours after her death. 


On this occaſion, I added a new experi- 


ment to my former ones, which I ſhall de- 


{cribe hereafter. 
did not omit noticing the appearance | 
of thoſe tumours: — in ſome parts the. 


were ſoft; and in others, had the hard- 


neſs of cartilage. 


The colour of the ſubſtances, which 


compoſed theſe tumours, was, by no 
means, uniform, being in ſome places 


white, and in others, of a dark orange, 
violet, and even black complexion. Theſe 
maſſes, if we except ſome few remains of 


veſſels, did not afford to the eye any 


thing like an organic ſtructure, and, when 
cut in pieces, and thrown into boiling 


water, diffuſed an odour, much like that 


of hepar ſulphuris (b). Some of * 


f indeed, ſooner than the reſt. 


5 iI. 


Wo Mr. Gooch obſerves, that having diſſected out fend 


Schir rous 


1 


8 XXXII. We are, therefore, not to be 
faririſed, that all the phenomena of pu» 
tridity are to be met with in Cancer :>> 
it breaks down all the union of animal 

matter :—it metamorphoſes into an acrid 

ſanies, which no acid can coagulate, the 
humours which are, in other reſpects, co- 
agulable ; ſuch as the blood, the lymph, 
the albumen ovi, the liquor: of the am- 
nios, &c, --- it melts down the fat; it 
at firſt ſoftens, and afterwards diffolves 
into mucilage, even the bones them- 
ſelves. The principal phenomenon of bee 
ginning putrefaction, conſiſting, as we 
have already obſerved, in the extrication 
of the fixed air (). The Cancer, in 

its third or fourth ſtages, is likewiſe ob- 
ſerved to ſoften, (S xxii.) - its organiſation 


n 1 


— 
» ** — — — — 


Schirrous tumours, he found their interior Giitince 10 | 
like an hard unripe apple, thin flices of which, being boiled 
in water, had an horney appearance when cold and dry, and 


the water they were boiled in became gluynous, 2 Ob- | 
ſerv. Pe 152. * 


© fir John Pringle s Appendix, containing exps. on 


ſeptic, antiſeptic, &c. page 48, 49. and ſeq. and Macbride, 
in e W of his Ex 5 Eſſays. 


1 36 1 
1s deſtroyed (5 xxi.) — it is 8 


changed into a mucous matter; and thus 
the little cavities we have deſcribes, are 
formed (S xxx.)—theſe cavities are filled 
with this ſanies which no acid can coagu- 
late ($ xxxi.) and which is fo dangerous 
to man (S xxxix.) :—add to all this, that 
the air diſengages itſelf from within the 


emen. 


S XXXIII. lumen it is not eaſy 
actually to demonitrate the eſcape of this 
fixed principle or gas, when the Cancer 
begins to ſubmit to the proceſs of putre- | 

faction; yet I am able to give one Proof, : 
which 1 1 not without its force ;—it is as 
follows: The woman who is the ſubje&t 
of the ſecond obſervation, died when ſhe 
was ſuppoſed to be in perfect health :— 
the body was opened a few hours after 
death, and the cellular membrane around 
the cancerous tumour, the exterior 
membrane of the lungs, and the lungs 
themſelves, were filled and diſtended 
With air, which had diſengaged itſelf, ſo 
that one would have thought they had 


been thus blown vp by Geßgn. Kl. 
though 


a 
though it is impoſlible to aſſert, that this 
phenomenon had exiſted during the life 
of the woman, it would, by no means, be 
unreaſonable to conjecture. it: beſides, 
the diſengagement of air, from the ſolids 
and fluids of living animals, its flight and 
paſſage from a fixed to an elaſtic ſtate, are 

clearly proved by the emphyſema, which 

is a frequent attendant on abſceſſes, putrid 
_ ulcers, and the Cancer itſelf :—by the 
bubbles of air, which are mixed with the 
pus and ichor in all theſe ; and laſtly, 
the fœtid vapor, which has been dif- 
charged, with ſome degree of exploſion, 
from a bone (d) in a ſtate of putrefaction. 


S8 XXXIV. Laſtly, if the reader ſhould 
not be diſpoſed to have ſufficient faith in 
the proofs I have here offered to him, 1 
am perſuaded, that if he will reſpire the 
infectious odour, exhaled by a Cancer, in 
a ſtate of ulceration, he will be con- 
vinced of the truly putrid ſtate of the can- 
cerous virus. We remind him, however, 
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whichi is ef to the inteſtine motion of 


1 1 


b that ſuch an experiment will be a dan- 


gerous one. 


8 XXXV. The ichor, or cancerous vi- 
rus, has not always the ſame aſpect nor 


the fame colour. — We have ſeen it of a 
dark red, greyiſh, orange, yellow, and 


green re This variety, which is 
from mere chance, and which would be 


inexpreſſible by any other hypotheſis, 


confirms our etiology.—A number of ob- 
ſervations prove, that animal ſubſtances 
putrefying in a ſituation excluded from 


the atmoſphere, afford a reddiſh coloured 


ſanies, which, when expoſed to the air, 


becomes 3 black, yellow, and even 
green, towards the 5 of the puttefac- 5 
tion. . 


0 XXXVI. 1 edn 3 raf 1 


3 having inconteſtably proved, that 
the cancerous virus, does, in no reſpect, 


differ from the ſanies produced by every 


animal putrefaction, to which there is, 
occaſionally wanting, either the final diſ- 
engagement of the Hred air, or the liberty 


the | 


Tr 


the molecule, or to the union of thoſe parti- 


cles which have an affinity with each other. 


Although it is not poſſible for us to de- 
termine, with preciſion, concerning the 


energy of the cancerous virus, yet we may 


venture to aſſert with confidence, that it 
will be greater or leſs, in proportion as 
the heat in the center of the tumour is 


more or leſs conſiderable.— When this 


heat is languid, the moleculæ, which 


compoſe the ſubſtance of the tumour, are 


ſeparated with difficulty, and the inteſ- 
tine motion is leſs active. — All this, how- 
ever, is eſſential to the formation of thoſe 


acrid, irritating, and cauſtic particles, 


which are generated in Cancer and pro- 


duce all its ravages. FF 


$ XXXVII We ſhall not think it ne- 


ceflary to ſay much in refutation of thoſe, 


who have aſſerted that the cancerous vi- 
rus is of an acid nature. A falſe appear- 
ance of truth ſeems to have deceived them, 


even while they ſought it in their ex- 


periments. --- An earthy ſubſtance, ſay 
they, efferveſced with this virus: this 
earthy ſubſtance muſt then, either have 

my 0 1 5 been 


2 1 


been truly abſorbent, and have given this 


appearance of efferveſcence, by its readi- 


neſs to drink up the humidity ; or was a 
ſaline earthy compound, and then a true 


efferveſcence might indeed be produced, 


when the volatile alkali of the virus 


came to attack the acid of the earth, or 


when the ſame acid drove out the weaker 
acid of the ſal ammoniac, mixed with the 


virus. We are told, beſides this, that 
the cancerous virus, has tinged the ſyrup 


of violets of a red colour; but who does 


not ſee, that the exiſtence of an acid 
which this colour ſuppoſes, is entirely de- 
ſtroyed by the odour, the fœtor and all the 
other qualities of the cancerous virus ? 
and, indeed, the experiments which have 


been often made on the cancerous virus, 


and which have been repeated by a late 
writer (e), prove that the limpid liquor 
which flows from a cancerous tumour, has 


efferveſced with the vitriolic acid: our 


own experiments have likewiſe proved 


* 


&) Eſſay on 5 chirrous tumours, by Richard Guy. 
this, 


f ils, though we confeſs that OY. * | 
veſcence was ſomewhat obſcure. 


8 XXXVII. Before we terminate our 
reſearches concerning the cancerous virus, 
we with to enquire, whether or not this 
vice may reaſonably be conſidered as he- 
reditary and contagious. : 

It will not be denied, that the greateſt 
number of cancerous patients, are born of 
parents who were free from this com- 
plaint.— The caſes which are oppoſed to 
this rule, are few.—No one will ſeriouſly” 
aſſert, that the patients, whole parents 
were feds from this complaint, can 9e 
infected by an hereditary taint; and there 
ſeems to me to be no other fon 
for ſuppoſing it of the others; for when 
the cancerous tumor has attained that de- 

gree of malignity, at which all the hu- 

mours become vitiated, a neceſſary con- 
dition to the entailing an hereditary t taint, 
1 much doubt, I fay, whether, in mY 
ſtate, any patients ever laboured effectu- 
ally for the propagation of their ſpecies: 
but let us ſuppoſe that this has happened; 
che fluids of the child, "Ogre in this caſe 
G at 
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at moſt, be expected to have a diſpoſition 
to purid craſis, which we know would be 
inſufficient to the formation of Cancer. — 
It will be argued, perhaps, that Boer- 
haave knew a Emily, all the deſcendants 
of which became, when of a certain age, 
jaundiced, and py laſt died drophcal, in 
ſpite of all remedies ;—and, on opening 
them, the liver was conſtantly found to 
be in a ſchirrous ſtate. With all due de- 
ference, however, to that illuſtrious man, 
I am inclined to think, that this heredi- 
tary vice was to be ſought for in the ſo- 
lids :>—We know that the Cancer more 
frequently attacks ſome organs than 
others (S x.), and amongſt theſe, the liver 1 
is obſerved to be very ſubject to it W] e Mt 
know, beſides, that there are particular 
conformations, peculiar to, and heredita- 
ry in, not only certain families, but even 
entire races of men. Let us ſuppoſe 
then, that the firſt of the family, of which 
Boerhaave ſpeaks, had the liver fo formed 
as to favour the generation of Cancer :— 
it is certain that he might have Ra 3 
ted this conformation to his children, 


and conſequently all the individuals of 
h that 


n 


1 13 ( 
that Ally MY "CRE periſhed bs ps 
cer, and all this independent of the tranſ- 
miſſion of the cancerous virus itſelf.— ; 


We conclude, therefore, that this virus 
is not hereditary, | 


FXXXIX. With reſpect to the con- 


tagious nature of this virus, it mult be 


acknowledged, that cither externally or 
internally applied, it is capable of infect- 
ing the healthieſt of men. — The cancer- 


ous miaſmata, taken into the ſyſtem with 


the air, the ſaliva, or in any other way, 


will inevitably occaſion a putr id diſpoſi- 


tion both of the ſolids and fluids; and 
if, when the humours are once infected 


with the vice, the glands become ſwelled 
and hardened, there can be no doubt, but 


that they will more. caſily generate into 
Cancer, than if the patient was other- 
wiſe of a good habit of body. —Ilt is not 


leſs certain, that the immediate touching 
of the virus, may, by its being abſorbed, 
give riſe to cancerous ulcers.— Tulpius 
relates, that a misfortune of this kind 


5 happened to a man who ſucked the 


cancerous breaſt of his wife, with the 
. hopes 
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hopes of ee her but there ſoon 
came on a cancerous affection of the lower 
jaw, of which he died (f). — A ſimilar 
misfortune happened to a Mr. Smith, who 
was formerly ſurgeon to St. T "RA, SZ 
_ Hoſpital, in London, and whoſe impru- 
dent curiofity had led him to taſte the fluid 
1 from a cancerous gland, which 
he had juſt extirpated. The very acrid 
and fetid taſte of this tumour continued 
to be ſo irremoveably fixed to. his tongue, 
that an almoſt perpetual vomiting was 
brought on, and this was followed by _ 
maraſmus, of which he died. —Dr. Bel- 
lenger (s) affords us another example in 
the ſame way.—His wife died of an ul- 
cerated Cancer, the virulent odour of 
which, fo imprinted itſelf on his noſtrils, 


8725 be periſhed of the ſame diſcaſe (h). 
$XL. 


<< Obſerv. Medic. Lab, 4. p. 153. 


(g Both this caſe, and that of Mr. Smith, are related by | 
Hai in his Diſſert. Med. Chir. P. 168. | 


(h) There is a very curious caſe of this kind, related by 
Mr, Gooch, A gentleman's wiſe, fays he, conſulted me 
| about 


„ 1 


1 1 will relate here an experi- 
ment, which I myſelf nads with the can- 
.cerous virus. — I procured. about two 
. drachms of it from a cancerous breaſt, 
and introduced it by means of a fyringl, 
into a ſmall wound made in the back 
of a dog, I covered the wound with a 
plaſter and bandage, and in three days 
removed the dreſſing: the retraction 
of the ſkin afforded an ulcer, which 
already afforded a very diſagrecable ſmell: 
it was of a dark violet colour, and the 
parts all around it were cmphyſematous. | 


bm 


about a moſt alarming complaint, contracted by inadver- 
rently putting a pipe into her mouth, and blowing it clean, 
immediately aſter her ſiſter had uſed it, who had a can- 
cerous ulcer, paſſing quite through the mouth under her 


lower jaw, She was almoſt inſtant ſenſible of a twing- 


ing near the tip of her tongue, and, ſoon after, in her lips, 
and moſt paris of her mouth. — In a ſhort time, her huf- 
band complained of the like ſenſation in his lips, which 
proceeded only from kiſſing her. — The huſband, who af- 
ter two years, went from Bruſſels to Pans, to conſult the 
faculty there, died. — The lady returned to England, and 
placed herſelf under Mr. Gooch's care, who ſucceeded in the 
cure, by a long continued uſe of the ſublimate, aſſiſted by 
| gon, other medicines, 2 See his Med, Obſ. p. 145. et 
| 9 8 | 
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I wed it again with the ſame plaſter, 


and in forty-eight hours, opened it again 


for the ſecond time. — The effects were 
then become more violent. The whole 


ſkin, from the head to the tail, was com- 
pleatly emphyſematous :—A little icho- 
rous, blackiſh matter flowed from the 
wound.—The eyes of the animal were 


vivid, and he ſeemed to have great thirſt: 
in 1 ſtate the poor creature Was per- 


petually howling. ---at length my maid, 
diſguſted by the ſtench of the ulcer, 21 


ſoftened by the cries of the animal, put 


an end to his life, and thus prevented 


my obſerving the ultimate eftects of this 


diſeaſe. 


In the courſe 12 this ſion I have 
aimed at proving the identity of the 


cancerous virus, and of the putrid ichor. 
I have neither omitted, nor unfairly re- 
lated any experiment or obſervation, 
which ſeemed 7 e to my own o- 


pinion : and, if I have not entirely re- 


moved every ſubject of doubt, I hope it : 


will be allowed, t I have, at leaft, ar- 


rived at probability. —— patter. myſelf, | 
that they who judge of things deliberately 


and 
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| ing ſection, | 
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and reaſonably, will the more re readily fa- 


vour the opinion I have ventured to pre- 


fer, when they conſider that it is founded 
on the very eſſence of the diſeaſe, and on 
the moſt eſtabliſhed laws of the animal 


economy, and that it is ſufficient for the 


explanation of all the phenomena of Can- 


cer, to which we ſhall devote the follow- 
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Of the E Helle 77 thin Cancerous Virus. 


& XLI. The effects of the cancerous 
virus are either particular or general 
ones :—that is to ſay, it either confines 
its ravages to the diſeaſed part, or infects 

the whole animal œcmy.—I will be- 
gin with the firſt of theſe : 

Firſt. The cancerous virus cated in 
the little cavities of this tumour, pricks 
and irritates thoſe parts which it touches, 
and which are no longer benumbed by 
| compreſſion as before :---hence, a degree 

of pain, which is more or leſs profound, 1 
according to the ſeat of the ichorous 
matter: and hence the burning, pun- 
gent, lancinating pain, as if excited by 
the pricking of needles, together with an 
acrid, burning heat; all which are, as 
it were, peculiar 00 O xcer; 


| Secondly. . 


n 


Secondly. The virus brings into pu- 
trefaction with itſelf, the parts which in- 
dcloſe it: What the leaven is to the flour 
mixed with water, the putrid ichor we 


are ſpeaking of, is to the ſolids and fluids 


of animals. This property of leaven is 


proved, by the gangrene from external 
Cancer; by putrid ulcers, which ſpread 


gradually to all the neighbouring parts; 


and by the phenomena which are pro- 
duced by the abſorption of putrid ichor: 
It is farther proved by the experiments 


of the moſt celebrated men (8d), that 


threads, impregnated with putrid ſanies, 


have powerfully excited the putrefactive | 


POR. 


8 XIII. Thirdly. The ſurface af the 


tumour becomes unequal : the more the 
veſſels preſerve their powers, the more 


they are capable of receiving an increaſed: 


flow of the fluids ;—and as pain, from a 
known law of the animal cconomy, ex- 


—_ <a a. 
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5 (h) Pringle, Exper. 18. Macbride 120. ; 
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Cites a greater afflux of humours to the fuf- 
fering part, it is not ſtrange, that certain 

_ veſſels or ſegments of veſſels, ſhould be- 
come more dilated, and more tumid than 
others : and hence the knots and inequa- 
lities of the tumour.—To this 'cauſe of 

the knotty incqualities, may be added, 
the ſoftening of the little ſpots J have i 
often mentioned The matter contained 
in theſe, i 1s converted to mucilage, while 
the nei hbouring parts, continuing to pre- 
ſerve their former hardneſs, occaſion the 
ſolid protuberances which we feel on 

handling the tumour. 


| $ XLIII. It is not unuſual to ſee lit- 
tle cancerous ſecondary tumours, form 
ing, after a certain time, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the firſt: —in Cancers of — . 
breaſt and face, the glands of the axilla 
almoſt conſtantly ſwell; harden, and be- 


come true Cancers (i). 
: Theſe 


(i) Whenever the axillary glands become thus affected, 
we may be aſſured that it is from abſorption, and that the 
Cancer is advanced to its third ſtage, although the patient 
ſhould as vet have ſelt no pain, or other ſymptoms of an 

e | | occult 
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Theſe ſecondary ca differ Pets | 


from the primitive one; for the putrid | 
craſis exiſts in them from their very ori- 


gin: — they are truly occaſioned by ab- 
ſorption, and the virus thus e by 


hes lymphatics to thoſe neighbouring con 8 


globate glands, irritates and determines to 


them a greater afflux of fluids, and thus 


produces the tumefaction and obſtruction 


which follow. 


5 XLIV. F ifthly. * he anden virus 
incloſed within the tumour, gradually 
erodes the ſkin which covers it, and at 


leng th pierces it by very ſmall openings, 
though which the matter firſt flows drop 
by Coe FILES little openings e 
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occult Cancer; and NEE: if a 8 would at al | 
period of the diſeaſe, extirpatc the glands of the breaſt, aud 


| leave thoſe of the axilla, he may be aſſured that the patieht 


will fall a victim to the diſeaſe —In many of. the eaſes re- 


lated by M. Storck, as having been cured by the cicuta, and 
ſuppoled by him to be Schirri of the breaſt, this indura- 
tion of the maxillary glands is noticed; ſo that if the ei- 
cuta had really merited the praiſes he has beſtowed on it, 


theſe caſes would have proved more chan Le: Ros of 
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1 increaſe by the eroſion, and at 0 5 
afford an outlet to all the matter con- 
tained within the little cavities with which 
they communicate. The pains are then, 
in ſome degree mitigated, and the hopes 
of the patient begin to revive ; but alas ! 
this remiſſion does not laſt long, for ſoon 
the ſymptoms increaſe again, and the tor- 
ments of the patient become more horri- 
ble than ever. This exacerbation is 
3 owing to the free eſcape of the 
fixed air. This is now eaſily diſengaged 
and no longer by being confined, ſerves 
to moderate the activity of the putrefac- 
tive proceſs. The partitions which ſepa- 
rated the little openings of the Cancer, 
become gradually eroded and at length 
there is formed one large ulcer. The 
more the outlet to the Ke air is enlarg- 
ed, the more rapid in its progreſs is the 
putrefactive proceſs, and the greater is the 
pain: —and this becauſe the Cancer ſof- 


tens as it putrefies ; and thus the preſſure 


on the nerves being gradually removed, 
and the putrid ſpiculæ having a greater 
ſurface to act upon, the impreſſions of 
Pain, are more powerfully tranſmitted te 8 
5 TRE . 


E 


the brain. — Theſe circumſtances, then, 
- concur in rendering the pain more prod. 
gent and more extenſive. 
As to the cauſes of the turning back 
of the ed ges of the cancerous ulcer, of 
the — of its colours, and of the 
various enlargement of the blood-veſſels 
on its ſurface; all theſe ſeem to be capa- 
ble of very eaſy explanation from the 
theory we have laid down. | 
_ 1 ſhall therefore, proceed to inquire, 
why a Cancer affords ſo ſmall a quantity 
of ichorous matter.—As this is a yery in- 
tereſting phenomenon, I with I mY ex- 
; pen it ſatisfactorily. | ˖ 


d XIV. Sixthly. There are many lo- 
cal ulcers which diſcharge but little 
ichorus matter. The gangrene which ſo 
often attacks old age, furniſhes ſo little, 
that it has been named dry gangrene; 
nor is this ſtrange : — theſe ulcers very 
often diſcharge only the moiſture. which 
was peculiar to the part before its ulcera- 

tion. — The ſame thing happens to the 

1 Cancer. The ichor it diſcharges is de- 

rived from Within itſelf, — The greateſt 


part | 


„„ | 

part of, perhaps, all its veſſels being imper- 
_ vious, there is no circulation through its 
ſubſtance. — The hemorrhages which 
ſometimes accompany the diſcharge from 
the Cancer, are to be attributed to the 
cellular membrane which inveſts the tu- 
mour.—This ſource, then, being once 
known, we eaſily diſcover why the diſ- 
charge becomes more conſiderable, when 
the cancerous- maſs is conſumed, than 
when it was entire, though ſo compleatly 
ulcerated. — To this firſt cauſe we may 
likewiſe join the ſpaſm, which ſometimes 
reſtrains the diſcharge, and' likewiſe cau- 
ſes the ſinuſes we obſerve in the ulcer; 
the abſorption of the virus; and the un- 
_ealy conſtriction of which the patient 
. complains, and which, if the Cancer is 
in the breaſt, we muſt obſerve in the neck, 
face, arm and ſhoulder, but chiefly in 
the neighbourhood of the diſeaſe. Aſter ' 
the amputation of a cancerous breaſt, 
even when the wound was healed, I have 
ſeen the whole breaſt, and region of the 
diaphragm attacked with a moſt frightful 
ſpaſm.— The unhappy patient cried out, 
that ſhe was preſſed, as it were, with iron 
3461 of _ ” chains. 


„ 
chained ourteen days after this ſymp- 
tom appeared, ſhe died anarulive; vs. 


& XLVI. Seventhly. It 5 00 a „ oat 
fact, that laudable pus never flows from 
the bottoun of a cancerous ulcer, alth 

its borders ſometimes ſupply a pus like 
matter which 1s diſagreeable to the ſmell. - 
For what reaſon is it that the cancer- 
' ous ulcer never ſupplies a laudable pus ? 
This can be beſt anſwered by him who 
knows the nature of pus.—Pus is an ho- 
mogeneous fluid, differing but little from 
the natural fluids :—it is compoſed of ſe- 
rous and lymphatic and oily juices, and 
is a fluid not to be ſuſpected, of corrup= _ 
tion, although it ſoon enters into it, if it 
meets with a putrid leaven or ſojourns 
long in a warm ſituation. — It is there- 
* clear, that a Cancer can never form 
a ſingle drop of pus of a good quality, 
and + it did form it, is it 4 . 42 
it would ſoon degenerate into a putrid 
ſanies? Who will ever imagine that from 
a putrid ſource there can flow A mild 
and pure liquor? _ 


$ XI vII. 
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8 XLII. Eighthly. Although che can- 
cerous virus does not give birth to what 
are call the roots of the Cancer, it ſeems 


right to arrange and conſider them with 


the other phenomena of the diſeaſe. —On 


the ſubject of theſe roozs, the learned and 


venerable ancients ſeem to be filent.—It 
was M. Gendron ( who firſt ſaw them 
in removing the eſchar of a Cancer to 


which he had applied a cauſtic ;—he was 
ſo much ſtruck with this novelty, that he 
did not heſitate to affirm, that theſe roots 


conſtitute the true nature of Cancer ;— 
and almoſt all authors fince him, from 
their own experience, or the teſtimony of 


others, ſeem to have confidered them as 
eſſential to Cancer 0 —T ſhall therefore, 


* 8 n 


— 


0 Recherches fur le Cancer, chap. 3: Po» 25. 
(1) See W Obſ. 84. Cent. 5 Mr. Gataker 


however has, I am told, denied the exiſtence of theſe roots. 


I ſpeak of the true roots; — for. as to the falſe roots, or veſ= 
ſels filled with a black blood, Galen (Comment. in Apho- 
riſm. 38.), Atius Cap. 4 3 and many others have mentioned 


them. 


F # 1 


in a few ith tay what i is to he thought 
of them, | 


S XLVIII. It is W fob a hard 
maſs, 1 impervious throughout the greateſt 
part of its ſubſtance to the vital fluids, 
to continue in the living body, ſur- 
rounded by veſſels of every kind, without 
occaſioning an enlargement, both of thoſe 
which penetrate its ſubſtance, and thoſe 
which appear on its ſurface.—If this hap- 
pens in the larger veſſels, the blood is repel- 
led from the obſtructed part into the neigh- 
bouring ramifications, but as ſome part is 
continually returning back, the obſtruction 
goes on increaſing, and the veſſels, from be- 
ing hollow, become ſolid, and at length 
ligamentous, or at leaſt, have the ap- 

pearance of being o.—If this happens in 
a lymphatic veſſel, from which the fluid 
is not ſo eaſily diſengaged, only the more 
fluid parts, perhaps will be preſſed out: 


but in whatever way this is done, theſe 


veſſels will appear like minute filaments. 
The nerves, on account of their minute- 
neſs, do not ſeem to deſerve to be ranged 

amongſt the roots of the Cancer. —The 
I 5 ætiology 


14 


ætiology of theſe roots pehg thus ex- 


plained, we ſhall not be ſurprized to fee 


&« hard, white and denſe filaments extend- 


ing from the Cancer to the bn rage we 


ce ing parts. ' (m) 

After having given the name of roots 
to theſe filaments, it was a thing of courſe 
to pretend, that after the extirpation of 
a Cancer, it germinated afreſh, if any of 


theſe roots were left. Baron Van Swieten 
has fancied he has proved this by a num- 


ber of examples (u ). It is a matter of no 
little i importance to point out what is true 
and what is falſe in this opinion; and 


this I ſhall attempt to do. — The reader 
will, at leaſt, praiſe my efforts here, al- 


though he may not be ſatisfied with Bo | 


ſucceſs. 


CXLIX. It has been "TOON? that the 
Ee ichor, the exiſtence of which has 
een already demonſtrated in the Cancer, 


— — —— * > = PY „ 
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(m) Gendron, in che work already cited. 


| (n) In Aphoriſm 304. 


occa- 


0 } 


occaſions the degeneration of all the parts 


it impregnates.—As the life of the parts 


becomes more languid, the leſs do they 
reſiſt to putridity. After the amputation 
of a Cancer, its roots continue to preſerve 
the principle of putrefaction which they 
have received; and when, after this am- 
putation, the wound becomes inflamed, 


and its heat is increaſed, theſe parts ad- 
vance more rapidly towards putrefaction, 


than others, which are at a leſs diſtance 


from the ſound and healthy parts of the 5 1 


ſyſtem :—ſo that while theſe latter ones 


remain in a natural ſtate, the others, i. e. 


the roots, putrefy, become cancerous, and 


of courſe, either renew the former Can- 
Cer, Or gradually form a cancerous ul- 


cer. 5 
| i But to ſuppoſe that cancerous tumours 
are renewed from theſe roots, like branch- 


es of a tree from the trunk, is to ſuppoſe 


what 1s wholly repugnant to the laws of 


the animal œconomy: — for the veſſels 
which compoſe theſe roots have loſt their 


natural powers, their elaſticity, and or- 


ganiſation, and with theſe their power of 
germinating, ſo that they have only one 
TS 2 Ff. 
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faculty remaining, which is that of being 
converted into a putrid {antes hence it 


follows that the aſſeration of thoſe cele- 


brated men is to be taken in a figurative 
ſenſe, and then it is true; — for in a li- 
teral ſenſe it is not only falſe, but ab- 
ſurd.— 


It may be atteſted from the obſerva- 


tions that have been made by different 


writers that theſe roots ſhew themſelves 
very rarely, and always i in old Cancers.— 


I am inclined to believe, however, that | 
their exiſtence i is more frequent than we 


are aware of; — it is true indeed, that in 
caſes they wil be found to be very mi- 
nute.— 

But 3 <A is a queſtion n here. 
Why do we ſee the extirpation of Cancer 
ſo often ſucceed when performed in time, 
although ſome of theſe roots remain ?— 


The 5 "Oi to this is by no means diffi- 
cult. — When we extirpate a Cancer, that 


is in a too advanced ſtage, its roots are 
already infected with the diſpoſition to 


putrefaction, and will certainly become 


cancerous :—whereas, when the Cancer is 


a recent ue, this diſpoſition has not been 


com- 
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communicated to the roots, and they are 
conſequently not endued with any ener- 
gy to renew the complaint, after the ex- 
tirpation of the tumour itſelf: - we there- - 
fore ſee clearly, why, and in what cir- 
cumſtances a Cancer, unleſs entirely en- 
tirpated with its root and ſeed, becomes ex- 
aſperated, ſpreads itſelf into the internal 
farts, generates others, and increaſes thoſe 


| _ which are already formed (o). 


SL.N inthly. Amiadſt the horrible pheno- 
megna of cancerous diſeaſes, the eroſion, by 
means of which the ulcer makes ſo rapid 

a progreſs in deſtroying all the parts around 

it, ſeems to claim the firſt place. lt is un- 
fortunate that this important phenomenon 
has been as yet ſatisfactorily explained by 
no author,—All of them, inſtead of a me- 
chanical explanation, give us a number of 
words void of meaning.—They all tell us, 
with a wonderful confidence, that a Can- 


— — 


(o) Ni enim cum radice et ſemine integre extirpari queat, 
aſperabitur, ad interiora recurrit, alios generat, factos auger. 


Bocrhaave Aphoriſm. F 504. 


cer 
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cer cortodes in this way, as it ſpreads it= 
felf, only becauſe the ichor which it af- 

| fords i is acrid, corroſive and cauſtic. —Al-. 
though I do not Hatter myſelf with hav- 
ing altogether penetrated this myſtery, I 
cannot avoid offering here. ſome ideas 
which are the reſult of exact obſervation, 

and long contemplation of the ſubjece. 


F LI. We have already ſaid, that the 
organs which are the ſeat of putrefac- 
tion, begin by ſoftening themſelves; and 
then loſing their organifation, become 
changed into a viſcid oil. (S xxiv.)---We 
have likewiſe proved that putrefaction is 
eſſential to Cancer (ibid.) The particles 
of the cancerous tumour, therefore, which 

have undergone this degeneration, being 
deprived of their organiſation, can nei- 
ther afford a paſſage to the fluids, which 
ſhall be carried towards them with impe- 
ftuoſity, through the ſegments of veſſels 
which ſtill remain entire; nor can they 
reſiſt them, becauſe they are ſoftened, 
and are of courſe, deprived of their natu- 
ral powers :---whence it follows, that the 


ſoftened and raed parts of the veſſels, 


being 


6 1 


1 ſeparated from the ſound ones, or 
at leaſt; from thoſe: which are nearer to 
the healthy conſtitution, will become 
mixed with the ſanies already in the oh 


cer, and there very ſoon become fubject 
to the putrefactive proceſs.— The can- 


cerous virus gives to every thing that it 
touches a malignity ſimilar to its own :-=- 
It therefore follows, that the extremities 
of the veſſels from which the KEI 
| parts have firſt been thrown off, will bes 
come | ſoftened and corrupted in their 
turn; and hence it is, that erofion will 


be conſtant. and continual, unleſs the 


whole ſtate of r be removed at 
once. 

” Tenthly. It is eaſy to ap fas: 
this theory, why the eroſion advances 


ſometimes more rapidly than at others; *. 


and why irregularities in diet and in- 
| flammation, conſtantly haſten its pro- 
greſs. --- The inflammation is increaſed; 


_ firſt, becauſe parts of animal bodies de- 


rived: of life, and expoſed to a degree 
of heat, between 320 ſo Farenheit's ther- 


mometer and 920, become putrid ſooner 


or later, in W as the heat is 
5 nearer 


* 


8 Rr e N 
e 6 * n * 


1 

nearer to 920. -Secondly, becauſe the 
impetuoſity of the fluids, which is deter- 
mined towards the diſeaſed parts, and 
which are impervious, increaſe with the 
inflammation : --- with the ſame facility 
we may. deduce from this theory, why 
the degeneration of the Schirrus into the 
third or fourth degree of Cancer, is more 
to be apprehended in proportion, as the 
diſeaſe is nearer to the heart, and of courſe 
more copiouſſy ſupplied With veſſels; and 
why, when it is advanced to tho ſta- 
ges its ravages will be proportioned to 
thoſe ſame cauſes. --- The ſlowneſs and 
celerity of the eroſion are derived from 
the fame fource.---Every body, therefore, 
will perceive the influence of improper 
regimen in cancerous diſeaſes, and will 
eaſily be able to explain why exerciſe, to- 

gether with heating aliment, liquors, me- 
dicines, &c. are ſo i injurious to patients, 

who are thus affected. In fine, the ſame. 

reaſon will ſerve to explain why the diſeaſe 


ſoon returns, and. ſo ſoon gains vigour, 
after the extirpation of a Cancer, if the 
1a. infected root is ſuffered to remain, | 


Eleventhly; 


Tel 


Eleventh We with the reader, how- 
_ ever, not to infer from the theory we have 
laid down, that a Cancer when eroded 
by the ſanies, as it were to the quick, muſt | 
at length be conſumed by its own powers; 
for whilſt a putrid portion is ſeparating 1n 
one part of the ulcer, a ſimilar ſeparation. 
is going on in another. — It ſometimes 
happens, that entire portions are ſeparated 
at once (p), but this, is * no means, a 
frequent event. 
I have no doubt, but that if the total 
ſeparation of the cancerous eſchar took 
place at once, a laudable ſuppuration 
might be the reſult; and even the reco- 
very of the patient, provided we could 
overcome the cancerous diatheſis. I am 
inclined to think, that it is in this way 
that we are to explain the ſpontaneous 
cure of ſome Cancers, the hiſtories of 
which, I have a confuſed idea of having 
either Py or heard related. 


(p) Juncker, p 321. 
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$ LII. Twelfthly. The erofion con- 
ſtantly advancing, at length attacks 
even the bones, and renders them dry, 


friable, and diſpoſed to break, as It 


were, of their own accord. 


The college of ſurgeons at Paris, when | 
they undertook to explain this phenome- 
non, thought it was ſufficient to ſuppoſe 
the virus to be carried into the bones (1). 
The problem, however, has hitherto 


| remained without ſolution. — If au- 


thors appear to us not to have attained 
the end in view, it is becauſe amidſt their 
complaints againſt the cancerous virus, 
they do not ſeem to have obſerved that 


fimilar affections of the bones take place, 


more or leſs, in all chronic, putrid diſ- 


eaſes: as for example, in the phtiſis, 
hectic ab rickets, ſcurvy, venereal diſ- 
caſe, &c.—and it is obſervable, that this 


Rate of the bones never appears but when - 
the Patti diathefis occupies a part, or 


ms 


q) M. le Dran Memoire ſur le Cancer, ei Mem. de 


5 Academie ge Chirurgie, Tom. 3: 


the 
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the whole of the animal economy. — It 


is, therefore the cauſe which is common to 
all thoſe diſcaſes, that we muſt conſider on 


this occaſion, as the author of the ravages 


we are ſpeaking of ; and this eauſe 1 is no 


other than the putrid diatheſis. 


Thirteenthly. 'The caries 1s 1 8 local, 
and then is the immediate effect of the 
putrid ichor: — or general, that is, 
ſeated in ſome part of the ſyſtem not lia- 
ble to the immediate touch of the ichor, 
and then it is to be referred to the general 
putrid diatheſis we have ſpoken of. 


The bones, on account of the little vital 


force there is in them, have great diffi- 


culty to free themſelves of putrid miaſ- 
mata: — While on the other hand, their 


gluten, from the ſtate of repoſe in which 55 


it is, is eaſily ſuſceptible of the putrefac- 
tiye proceſs that is thus carried into them. 


From this inactivity of the bony parts of 


the body, it ſoon happens, that the putrid 
humours circulating lowly through the 
bones, infec the gluten which binds to- 


gether the earthy particles, with the ſame 


vice; and the gluten thus becoming pu- 
trid, loſes its agglutinating power, and is 
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of courſe, no longer able to keep thoſe 5 


parts together: — beſides all this, air, 


Which is known to be the chief means of 
cohæſion in all bodies, is inceſſantly ex- 


haling, from the firſt moment of putre- 
faction.— Here, then, is a ſecond cauſe of 
this phenomenon, and which does not 


add a little to the powers of the firſt. — 


The earthy: moleculz, however, being 


thus ſet at liberty, and freed from this 


gluten, are in ſome meaſure taken up by 
the abſorbents, while the remainder con- 


tinue in the erroded bone ;—and this it 
is that conſtitutes caries. 


Fourteenthly. The bones become fra- 


he ſometimes by the caries which er- 


rodes ſome internal or external part of 
the boney cylinder; and ſometimes by 
the dryneſs alone, or the diſunion of the 
elements, without the exiſtence of caries. 
In the firſt of theſe two caſes, the dimi- 
niſhed ſubſtance of the boney cylinder 


being no longer proportioned to the 
weight that is to be raiſed, or to the ne- 


| ceſſary action of the lee breaks off at 
the carious part. — In the ſecond caſe, 


the air being diſengaged and diſſipated 
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by putrefaction, the gluten liquefied and 


abſorbed, although the earthy parts, as 
happens * we burn a bone, ſtill pre- 
ſerve the ſame aſpect and ſituation; they 
have, nevertheleſs, loſt their colefliny : 


and thus the bones, being rendered fria- 
ble by this decompoſition, break with the 


leaſt effort (: (t). 


III. Fiſteenthly. Although the wh 
ſels reſiſt more than many other organs to 


the putrefactive proceſs, they, however, 
become ſubje& to it after a certain time 
($ xxiv.) — Hence thoſe hemorrhages, 


and ſometimes mortal ones, which take 


place in Cancer, eſpecially if its feat is 
in the uterus, which we know to be ſo 
abundantly ſupplied with veſſels; in the 


heart, penis, &c.—lt is the more difficult 


* £ _ 
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(r) We hre examined, more fully. and attemtively; this 
fragility Or friability of the bones, in a particnlar work on 


the mollitiaJoſſium; which will {001 appear; — in this 


work after ſending back the acids to the laboratories of 


the chymiſts, we (hall clearly prove that all theſe affections 


of the bones are to be aſcribed to a putrid diatheſis. 


to 
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| to reſtrain theſe hemorrhages, 8 Xe- 
_ ternal applications cannot be made to 

penetrate to their ſource; and even when 
they are within reach of the hand, com- 


R ſtyptic liquors &c. tend only to 


irritate the Cancer - we may add to og 
that in this ſtage of the Cancer, the diſ- 
ſolution of the blood, which is the conſe- 
quence of the putrid diatheſis, renders 


every attempt to ſtop the hemorrhage 
ile, 5 9 
Sixteenthly. While this "Ee. is paſſing 


_ externally, that part of the cancerous ichor 


which is abſorbed, infects the general 


maſs of humours 3 the internal 


effects (5), ſuch as the fever which aſſumes 


the character of a flow fever the dry- 
neſs, the yellowneſs and heat of the ſkin; 
and hence too all the functions become 


weakened, and ſome of them perhaps al- 


together deſtroyed, and the patient falls 


into maraſmus. The abſorption of the 


8 6 
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00 For the ſake of 1 1 have choſen to 1 
of the internal effects of the cancerous virus, at the lame x 


time with the external ones. 


_.can- 


L 72 oF = 
cancerous virus us continuing, there at length 
appears a fever of a more malignant cha- 
racter, which may be ſtiled the cancerous 
ever; the degree of heat in this, is far 
beyond what is felt in the ordinary heFic 
„ and it torments the patients with- 
out any remiſſion. After a long averſion 
to food the appetite ſometimes returns, 
and in an extraordinary degree too, not 
very different from what has been named 
fames canina.— This phenomenon how- 
| ever is not unuſual in other diſeaſes that 
| by are produced by putrid acrimony. Ahe 
* ſtools, which are accompanied with colical 
1 pains and teneſmus, by their fœtor render 
the patient inſupportable to himſelf. — 
The urine, which is likewiſe exceedingly 
fœtid, is at firſt red, but as it cools be- 
comes of a whitiſh el from the pre- 
cipitation of a red ſediment which I have 
| obſerved to be in a great meaſure of an 
_ earthy nature. The cancerous fever pro- 
duces many evils; it is only with the 
greateſt difficulty that it can be kept un- 
der, for it is inceſſantly augen by 
the putrid diatheſis which it ſerves to in- 


creaſe in its turn, and ſo long as this 
fever 


59 
— . — thee rners, 2; 1 _ 


oy 
dike laſts, the ſyſtem muſt be DIY Ag 
bly . towards its final diſſolu- 


tion. N 
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8 LIV. eee The ſpaſmodic | 
affection is derived from the ſame ſource 
as the preceding phenomena. The hu- 
mours, when they have attained a certain 
degree of cancerous acrimony, irritate the 
_ ſolids, whoſe ſenſibility ſeems to be in- 
creaſed by grief, inquietude, weakneſs, 
watchfulneſs and perhaps by medicines. 
This morbid irritability then of the whole 
machine may be called the ſpaſmodic or 
cancerous ſtate. This ſtate is very diffi- | 

cult to be overcome, and yet ſo long as 
it continues, the hopes of cure are ground- 
le; for it occaſions obſtructions and 
tumefactions, which can neither be ſtop- 
ped in their progreſs nor diſperſed, and 
which very ſoon degenerate into Cancer. 
Beſides, its preſence proves to us that the 
whole animal oeconomy is infected with 
the cancerous vice, from which all the 
art of man has hitherto been unable to 
deliver it. It is from this cancerous or 
N f, as from a diagnoſtic 
a | ſign, 


e * TWP 4 ** 4 
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1. 


ſign, that we may infer the reaſon why 


ſome extirpations which ſeemed to be 


deſperate ones, have ſucceeded. — In my 


opinion, this ſtate is not ſufficiently at- 
tended to; it is certainly the chief baſis 


of the prognoſtic, and there can be no | 
doubt, but that from not having con- 
ſulted it, the judgment which is formed, 
is very often as ill founded, as if drawn 
wholly from obſervations made on the 


habit of body, without fully conſidering 


the ſtate of the tumour or ulcer, —Whe- 
ther it is in this ſame morbid irritability, 


that we are to ſeek the cauſe why wo- 


men, and eſpecially hyſterical ones; and 
likewiſe timid, hypochondriacal men 


without, however, forgetting the natu- 


ral tendency of theſe ſubjects to putrid 
diatheſis, are more frequently attacked 


with Cancer than thoſe of a different 


conſtitution, and more in danger than 


others, when the diſeaſe has once fixed 
its feat? I leave to men of more learn- 


ing than myſelf to determine. —Ts it not, 


likewiſe, becauſe this ſame irritable pow- 
er is more feebly excited in brutes, Who 


are exempt from thoſe paſſions of the. 
„3 mind, 


Te» 7 


mind, to whith men and eſpecially the 
hypochondriacal are fo violently ſubject, 
that they are more rarely affected than we 
are, and perhaps altogether exempt from 
true Cancer, although they are liable to 
obſtructions in the ſyſtem fimilar to 
cons. 1] 

ighteenthly. 'T he ſpiculæ 36 ds vi- | 
rus which excite the ſpaſm, being increaſed 
in proportion as the patient draws to- 
wards his end, and the muſcles, being 
more powerfully irritated, contract in 
diſorder, and produce ſpaſmodic motions 
and true convulſions.—To this particular 
cauſe of convulſions, may be added the 
other ordinary cauſes, which take place 
here, ſuch as pain, hemorrhage, &c.—To 
this cancerous Hate likewiſe ſeems to be- 
long, the anxiety about the diaphragm, 8 
the palpitation of the heart, the colical 
pains, the diarrhœa, the conſtipation, 
the iſchury, the diabetes, and the other 
ſymptoms which torment the patient al- 
ternately and without order. — _ 

In ſhort, all the functions being over- 
turned, . comes on that extremely 
| emaciated fate which accompanies the 
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laſt FO of putrefaction :— to this may 
be added, loſs of ſtrength, and at inter- 
vals, fatal hemorrhages, &c. — The local 
effects are increaſing during all this time, 
and eſpecially the pains. —This accumu- 
lation of ills, after along ſeries of the moſt 
horrible miſeries, at length puts an end to 
the exiſtence of the patient. 
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SECTION IV. 


of thoſe "OY of 3 Dif 
| orders in which Cures may be 
obtained. 


$ LV. In order to 8 1 we 
mean to advance on this diviſion of our 
ſubject, the reader will be pleaſed to re- 
collect what we ſaid, concerning the ſeve- 
ral periods, or ſtages of Cancer ($ vi. 
et ſeq. )—In the firſt ſtages of the diſeaſe, 
a Cancer is ſuſceptible of reſolution, and 
this very often happens either by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of nature alone or of art. —The_ 
Cancer of the ſecond period is ſometimes 
diſcuſſed and ſometimes not.—When it 
1 beginning to form, as it were, and is 
ſtill in its growing ſtate, it frequently 
gives way to proper medicines and topical 
applications; but when it is grown older, 
and has attained, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, its adult ſtate; it reſiſts every 
remedy. But in this ſecond. period of 
the 


[ Ty i ] 1 : 
the diſeaſe, where are the bounds 
marked out that ſeparate the young from 
the adult ſtate f. — In anſwer to this 1 
will ſay, that obſervation teaches us that 
this boundary is that ſtate of the tumour, 
in which the ſolids have only ſo far loſt 
their organiſation, as that they are able 
to recover it. — This period may very 
aptly be compared to the gangrene, in 
the very moment in which the ſolids, if 
immediately aſſiſted by proper remedies, 
may be recalled to life. — Whereas, if 
that precious opportunity is ſuffered to 
eſcape, they become the victims of an in- 
curable mortification.— But it will be na- 
turally aſked, by what ſign are we able to 
aſcertain this fatal boundary in the Cancer? 
J will candidly acknowledge that T know 
no mark which can be depended on as a 
certain and invariable one: that which 
ue derive from the hardneſs of the tu- 
mour, front its age, its inveteracy, the 
loſs, or even the actual exiſtence of its 
feeling, is liable to deceive.—A Cancer, 

an the ſecond period, being ſtill ſuſcepti- 
dle of reſolution, becauſe its organiſation 
is not yet deſtroyed, will admit of the 


ſame 


„„ 
ſame remedies as a Cancer in the firſt 
| Rage.—It is in theſe caſes, that it is ne- 
ceſſary to eſtabliſh the flow of the cata- 
menia or of the hemorrhoids, and to ob- 
viate the viſcid ſtate of the lymph ; en- 
deavouring at the ſame time to 1 and 
ſoften the ſolids, by proper remedies and 
diet: but let the ſurgeon here be upon 
his guard. — The uſeful activity of re- 
medies in cancerous diſeaſes is included 
within very narrow bounds :—on the one 
hand it is neceſſary to rouſe the inactivity 
of the veſſels of the tumour, by proper 
means, otherwiſe the medicines will be of 
no efficacy; but on the other hand, they 
muſt be directed with a prudent hand leſt 
their operation ſhould be too powerful, 
and thus excite irritation, ſpaſm, afflux 
of humours, and inflammation, to the 
great prejudice of the patient — He, who 
having found out what might be the exact 
rule in theſe caſes, uliiche! is ſo diffi- 
cult to aſcertain, and who could make it 
infallibly known to others, would cer- 
tainly do a great ſervice to the world :— — 
but as wWe know not this rule, the attempt 
to diſcuſs a Cancer in its ſecond period, 


by _. 
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by medicines, is abs fallacious, often 


does harm, and ſometimes proves mortal. 
In a word, a cancerous tumour, at the 
beginning x” its ſecond period, that 1s 


to ſay, when not yet deprived of its or- 


ganifation, may give way to medicine, 
and it is to the diſeaſe in this ſtage, that 


belong all the ancient and modern ſpe- 


cifics, which it would be ſuperfluous-to 


enumerate here (S xi.). With reſpe& to 


the cancerous tumour, when more ad- 
vanced in this ſecond period; that is, 
when it has loſt its organic texture, I not 
only believe that the diſeaſe in this ſtate 


has never yielded to medicine in any way 


whatever, but Ireally doubt, whether any 
man who 1s acquainted with the laws of 
the animal œconomy, can ever give faith 
to the pretended cures we meet with 1 in 
this way. | | «el 

It is certain that mediciany can only a& 
in proportion as they are put into action. 
The veſſels of the cancerous tumour are 


either extremely obſtructed, or altogether 


obliterated, and are, therefore, unable to 


receive any Juices which may come to 


them impregnated with medicines; and 


if 


[ & ] 


if we even ſuppoſe them to have received 
theſemedicines, it would be impoſſible for 


them to diſperſe them through the whole 


of their tubes, the ſides of which have loſt - 


their elaſticity, and natural cohæſion, cn 


from the putrefaction, which is either 
beginning, or already ſomewhat ad- 
vanced —Gendron, long ago announced 


this 1 impervious and inorganic ſtate of the 
Cancer, when he aſſerted that the occult 


Cancer is a compact and. indifloluble 
mais (*); but he was not attended to. 


8 LVI. The ſpecifics that have been 


lately introduced, do not raiſe any 
doubts with me, concerning the im- 


poſſibility of curing, by internal medi- 
eines, Cancers that are advanced to a 
certain degree in the ſecond ſtage, or that 


have attained the third or fourth. —The 
efficacy of hemlock, which was ſo much 
extolled in theſe caſes, ſeems to be now 


=. diſſipated. There is, * dar 


t) In the work already quoted. | 


any 
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any caſa phyſician in Europe, 1 


we except the inventor of this reme- 
dy (a), who has not withdrawn his con- 
fidence from it. Dr. Akenſide, who at- 
tempted in ſeveral caſes to cure Cancer 
by means of hemlock, either alone or 


combined with the ſublimate, ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledges, that this remedy 
was altogether inefficacious in Cancers of 


the third c or fourth degree, . he 
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(u) My 2 here, muſt be taken in its true ſenſe, for 


my aſſertion to have its proper weight. —l do not. wiſh to 

_ confound with the perſon who ſtill preſcribes the hemlock, 
the motives of humanity with which he may uſe it, —Well--, - 
inlormed phyſicians' will in theſe caſes, give hemlock, as 


they formerly gave opium, with which it has many proper» 
ties in common; and, though they do not expect a cure 


from it, it ſeems to moderate che pain, and to keep alive the 
hope of the patient. This hope is a very deluſive one it is 


true, but yet it muſt be acknowledged, that while it. laſts, it 
is as powerful and as enlivening to the patient, as if it was 


. well founded. But there are others who preſcribe hemlock, Eh | 


and who really expect it to cure. It is with new remedies 
as it is with faſhions, The great introduce them, and when 
they have given them up, they paſs on to the people, 
who are unable, perhaps, to judge of their merit; but are v 

much inclined to copy their betters. It is the ſame thing in 
medicine. The medical world, like the world at large, has 


its different ranks, and the en in both are in the greateſt 


Proportion. 


M 5 . uſed 
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* it ih 13 in Mm cancerous 
| tumours, newly or imperfectly formed (o); 


(that is, in the firſt degree, or at the be- 


ginning of the ſecond). — Dr. Andree 
likewiſe found, after a great number of 


trials, that it e ire the Cancer, 
and that it merely ſerved to torment the 
patient to no purpoſe (x). — It is certain, 


that every remedy, in which the phyſi- 


cians confidence is vainly founded, does 


harm, and eſpecially in caſes of 8 ; 


becauſe, while he is loſing time in theſe 


uſeleſs efforts, the diſeaſe is gaining 
ground apace. The cancerous ichor, in- 


cluded within the tumour, is acquiring, 
all this time, more and more energy, and 


is infecting the humours more compleat- 
ly: fo that the inſufficiency of the re- 
medy is often not acknowledged, till the 
patient is irretrievable.— From all that I 
have ſaid hitherto, unleſs I am deceived, 
I may be permitred | to conclude, that 


— — — © | * — — 1 — — 
() Medical Tranſactions. Vol. I. 
(x) Guy on Schirrous Tumours. 
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E 
every attempt to cure a Cancer, 5 2 
method which is to reſtore the diſeaſec 
part to a healthy ſtate, (unleſs we except 
the firſt, and part of the ſecond period) is 
not only vain, but abſurd :—and, conſe- 
_ quently, that a Cancer cannot diſappear till 
all this diſeaſed part is removed. No author 
ſeems to have doubted the impoſſibility of 
_ curing Cancer.—Galen ſays, it is incura- 
ble (), becauſe mild remedies are of no ef 
 fecacy; and thoſe which have more energy, 
indurate. —This is his own expreſſion.— 
Oribaſius and Ætius are of the ſame opi- 
nion as Galen, although they fancied that 
theſe tumours might receive benefit from 
ſome ſoftening medicines, and thus they 
fell into an error (2).— In ſhort, there will 
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0 De compoſi. Medicament. ſecund. gener. 


(z) M. Peyrilhe has added, in this place, a long note. 
We ſhall content ourſelves with giving the ſubſtance of it.— 
It ſeems that a phyſician at Straſburgh, and another in France, 
have recommended the internal uſe of arſenic,” as a ſafe and 
efficacious remedy in Cancers. The learned author thinks he 
has ſatisfactorily proved the inſufficiency of all our attempts to 
cure this diſeaſe, after à certain period; and he particularly _ 
oppoſes himſelf to the uſe of arſenic, which, even in the 


[(%] 


in no author be found any precept more 
* excellent and valuable, than the following 


ſmalleſt doſe, he contends, is an infallible; Wong e 
a flow poiſon; and, of courſe, ought not to de admini- 
ſtered: — he even goes ſo far, as to recommend it to the 
magiſtrates to interfere on this occaſion. I have lately ſeen 
the French publication, to which M. Peyrilhe ſeems to al- 
Jude ; it is written by M. Le Febure, and is entitled, Remede 
_ eprouve pour guer ir radicalement le Cancer occulte, et manifeſte 
ou ulcere, The author confines himſelf wholly to the cure 
of Cancer, which he propoſes to effect by arſenic, —He di- 
-rects four grains of it to be diſſolved in a pint of diſtilled wa- 
ter, and the doſe to be at firſt of a table ſpoonful once a day, 
and after ſome cominuance; twice. and even three times a 
day: — he even mixes arſenic with his injections and poulti- 
ces. I confeſs, however, I much doubt the efficacy of this 
medicine; and we know that in the ſmalleſt doſes it may 
produce very fatal effects. — Diſagreeable ſymptoms have 
occurred from its external application only.— Dr. Fothergill. 
who has lately publiſhed ſome very ingenious. obſervations on 
the diſorders to which painters in water-colours are expoſed; 
bas obſerved that an exquiſite pain in the feet, is a common 
fymptom in theſe complaints; and he adds, When that 
celebrated medicine called Plunkets, was in uſe about fif- 
teen or twenty years ago, for the extirpation of Cancers, I 
met with the like pains in the feet, where that medicine had 
been plentifully and repeatedly applied, for the extirpation 
of cancerous tumours; and it was generally apprehended 
- that white arſenic was a principal ingredient in that compo- 
ſition. See Med Obf. & Inq. Vol. V.—We certainly can- 
not be too cautious in the uſe of ſo active a poiſon as arſe- 
nic. — An ingenious gentleman very properly remarked to 
me, lately, that e all een are poulous, all 
eee are not medlicines. 


one, 


£81. 


one, by Monficur Le Cat ; aut blondine, 2 


aut ſeca. 


We moderate He effects of Canter in 


| every ſtage, by an antiphlogiſtic diet; and 


by an infuſion of ſlightly bitter plants, ſuch 


as chamepitys for example, which was 


much eſteemed by Albertini (), Who had 


often experienced its great virtues.— To 


| theſe may be added, blood-letting, which 
Valſalva found, (heh practiſed: four times 


every year; chat i is, twice in the Spring, 


and as often in the Autumn; to be one of 

the moſt efficacious means of retarding 
the progreſs of cancerous tumours, whe- 
| ther of the brealt « or | uterus(b), 


S LVII. What we have ſaid in this 


ſection, ſeems to have rendered it unne- 


ceſſary for us to inquire into the nature 
of the different remedies that have been 


propoſed by authors for the cure of Can- 
cer. — We have, we think, ſufficiently A 
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proved 
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in certain ſtages of the diſeaſe —I might, 
beginning of the ſecond ; but this inquiry 


| would have been tireſome to the Academy, 
and would have anſwered no good pur- 


ly known, and are every day in uſe, not 


- 


only in the treatment of cancerous diſea- 


; 8 8 


1 proved the impoſſibility of ſuch a cure, 
indeed, have diſcourſed on thoſe medi- 


cines, which are proper for the diſcuſſion 
of Cancer, in the firſt ſtage, and at the 


Wy poſe, becauſe theſe remedies are univerſal- 


ſes, but in other affections of the lympha- 
tic glands; as in ſtrumous ſwellings, &C.. 
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Of the beſt Method of effecting 1 Cure, 


S LVIIL Experience ſeems to have 
proved, that there can be no nope of cure 


in cancerous diſeaſes, unleſs by ſeparating 


the diſeaſed maſs from the healthy parts 
of the ſyſtem :—hence it is, that ſurgeons 
in all ages, have directed their aim wholly 


to its extirpation, by the various means of 


ſuppuration, cauſtics, the actual cautery, 


and the knife, 


5 LIX. The ordinary ſuppurating re- 


medies have long been diſuſed in the cure 
of Cancer, by the unanimous conſent, as 
it were, of the beſt ſurgeons ; — and this 


for very good reaſons.— A thouſand un- 


remedies hot only are inſufficient to pro- 
Gable ſuppuration, but that they 
— 


88 J 

add to the malignancy of the cancerous 
virus, and haſten the Putrefactive pro- 
ceſs. 


LES The "WY . will hold 


good, on the cruel practice of burning the 


1 diſeaſed part: but I will not detain the 


reader with arguments to refute this prac- 
tice, becauſe I belicve that in theſe times 
= it 1s do ing fallen into diſuſe. 


2 ig LXI. Much has been difouted COR: - 
5 cerning the good and bad effects of cau- 
ſtics, in the extirpation of Cancers ;—but 
what are the views of the ſurgeon, when 
he applies corroſive medicines to the Can- 
cer? does he not mean to extirpate or 
- conſume it? if he propoſes to himſelf to 
conſume it, he can effect this by burning 
at once he whole cancerous maſs :—for, 


if the tumour is too extenſive for this, 
and the Cancer is only partially burat, bß 


the application of a cauſtic, or of the ac- 
tual cautery, we add freſh fuel, as it were, 
to the diſeaſe, and excite ſpaſm and in- 

flammation, and of courſe, increaſe the 
Farruptjon: and eroſion. — If the ſurgeon 
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6 
propoſes 1 to himſelf the eradlivdtian of the 
cancerous maſs, he may, indeed, attain 
this by means of cauſtic applications 
placed aroundit:—but then, to what attro- 
cious pains, and to how many dangers 
does he expoſe the miſerable patient: — 
for, to ſay only this of it, is it not evi- 
dent, that if the moſt minute portion of 

the abs maſs, or the fineſt root that 

1s connected with it, (ſuppoſing it to be 
infected), ſhould eſcape the power of the 
topic, by being buried too deeply within 
the ulcer or tumour, or by extending be- 
yond the ſpace that 1s ſurrounded by the 
cauſtic ; is it not evident, I fay, that the 
part that is thus left, will be haſtily ex- 
cited intocorruption, by the inflammation, 
the pain, and irritation that will accompany 
the action of the cauſtic; and thus the di{- 
eaſe will make a rapid and hideous progreſs, 
and will produce much greater ravages 
than if it had been left to itſelf, or extir- 
pated by means of the knife. be anci- 
ents, indeed, made uſe of cauſtics in theſe 
caſes; but the dread of hemorrhage, and 
the little knowledge they had of anatomy, 
rendered them timid. I he ſurgeons of 

D bo 


'3 


theſe 4 0 very "FEE: in a great 
meaſure, to have laid aſide theſe applicati- 
ons. They are now only in the hands of ſome 
daring empirics, who continue to delude 


the people in this fatal way. 


*s LXII. Before we quit the ſubjeck at - 
cCauſtics, we will attempt in a few words, 
if it be poſſible, to point out the ſource of 
that wonderful confidence which ſo many 

of the people () place in empirics. — 
Every body agrees, that the ſpecifics, 
which have been ſo much and ſo often 
extolled in different countries, for the 
cure of Cancer, are of the tribe of cau- 
ſtics.— We know too, that cauſtics may, 
in certain caſes, when prudently applied, 
ſucceed in the cure of this diſcaſe.— It is, 
therefore probable, that theſe remedies, 
even in the hands of ignorant people, and 
applied at random, may ſometimes have 


t e ana for ſucceſs . 5 
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PE The reader will and an Se fupplement to theſe 1 
fois remarks on empiriciſm, in my work, entitled © Eſſai 
ſur la vertu antivenerienne, des Alkalis volatils,” A. Paris, 
chez Pom. riic de la harpe. | | | 


nat- © 


not more than one or two are relieved, of 
a thouſand who by theſe means are car- 
Tied to the tomb. —Surgeans would cer- 
tainly employ the ſame remedies, and 
thus tread in the fteps of their predeceſ- 
ſors, if they were not acquainted with 
more certain ones; or if the ſenſibility 
of an honeſt man could permit him to 
facrifice a thouſand patients, (a crime, 
which is, perhaps, inevitable in the uſe 
of cauſtics) for the precarious relief of one 
or two, —Ilt therefore ſeems, that the re- 
utation of empirics has three cauſes. 
Firſt. Their hardineſs, from being now 
and then ſucceſsful. Secondly. The in- 
conſtancy of mankind. Thirdly, Pati- 
_ ents being ſometimes given up by regular 
ractitioners, who are tired out by a long 
and unſucceſsful attendance, and in many 
caſes pronounce the patient to be incura- 
ble, when nature, perhaps, is about to o- 
perate ſome favourable change.—But we 
adviſe the ſurgeon to aſſiſt the patient re- 
gularly and patiently, even when his caſe 
ſeems to be deſperate.—In the melan- 
choly cafes we are. treating of, he may, 
by an aſſiduous attention to the ſtate of 
ed, | N - the 


* 
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the Bak. very often have it in 1118 power 
to 9 5 and mitigate the torments of the 
miſerable patient, although he cannot 
: hope to cure the diſcaſe. — He will every 
moment have it in his power to exerciſe 
14 his humanity and tenderneſs, and perhaps 
Fi when he leaſt expects it, a favourable 
s 1 change may take HEE have ſome- 
times ſeen this happen. 

But to return from this digreſſion: 8 
the ſurgeon ſhould learn to diſtinguiſn 
| cancerous ulcers (a) from the true Cancer; 
II ſhall therefore point out the difference 
| if between theſe two formidable diſeaſes. 
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+3 LXIII. We . with "ts, 

that the denomination bo Cancer, ought 

to be much reſtrained ; : and we ſhall 

if therefore not extend it, as many authors 
ll have, to ulcers of every kind, which "\ 


F : 
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(d) . an eroding ulcer, with a previous tu- 
* mour, is called a Cancer, and by ſome, with no impro- 
„ priety, a Canker, as this word imports a diſcaſe, pro- 


** ceeding from au humour of a corroſive nature. — 
 Gooch's Med. Obſ. Page 3.7 


ford 


b 

ford the appearance of putrid wounds; 
ſuch as fiſtulous, malignant, colliquative, 
venereal and other ulcers: mich leſs ſhall: 
we underſtand by this term, (notwith- 
1 ſtanding the authority of Celſus) gangrene, 
aand ſphacelus. — Many of theſe ulcers 
T may aſſume a cancerous aſpect, from im- 
proper treatment ; from the nature of the 

. diſeaſed part; or from the vicious ſtate of 
the fluids.—Thoſe which degenerate the 

moſt eaſily in this way, are the ulcers 
which are formed after the ſuppuration of 
bubo, polypus and ſarcoma. — We ſhall 

here mark out the ſigns that diſtinguiſh 

all theſe from the true Cancer; this diſ- 
tinction being of the moſt important con- 

ſequence to the ſurgeon. | 


S LXIV. Firſt. Cancerous ulcers, as 
well as the true Cancer, are very difh- 
cult i =) bt , Ton 
- Secondly. They are accompanied with 
an nene tor l nn i; 
Thirdly. Their edges are turned back, 
and their circumference is varicous (*) :— 


5 


e) Theſe varicous vellels are of two kinds ;—one ſort be- 
1 | 1 


Ta) 


1 . pus, they diſcharg e a little "wh 
nies, of a very diſagreeable Rell, and they 
ſoon become hollow and cancerous. 
Fourthly. Like the true Cancer, they 
ſpread by eroding the parts around 
them, and commonly are attended with 
certain death, if left to themſelves, or im- 
properly dd but they do this more 
flowly than the true Cancer. — Theſe are 
the ſigns that are common to the two diſ- 
ceaſes: — here follow thoſe that are Pen: 
har to cancerous ulcers. 
Firſt. Although they are diffcult to 
cure, yet we uſually ſucceed in the at- 
tempt, and ſometimes by ordinary me- 


| thods, which are abſolutely infuſhcaent. 1 in 


cCaſes of true Cancer. 


ing the ſuperficial branches of the cutaneous veins:—thoſe 
of the ſecond kind are placed immediately under the epider- 

mis, and have no determined courſe, ſeeming, however, 
more particularly, to take a curved direction, and appearing 
to form a part of the corpus reticulare. — The firſt of theſe 
are the true ſource of the hemorrhage we obſerve in theſe 


, caſes. 


Py Secondly. 
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| Secondly. The pains which accompany 
them are neither ſo profound, ſo burning, 
nor fo lancinating as thoſe of the true 
 Canicer, © | 
Thirdly. They achstt afford 
intervals, a ſomewhat laudable puis. 
Fourthly. They ſpread more lowly 
than the true Cancer, and rather in 
breadth than in depth. 
 Fifthly. Sometimes they ſtop: of them- 
ſelves, and reſume the appearance of 
mild ulcers, which they had at firſt. 

Sixthly. They ſometimes afford excre- - 
ſcences, which are very rare in the true ul- 
cerated Cancer; wnleſs they occur in ſome 
Hart that is fo ftened by deter five and bal. 
ſamic applications (t). — Let it not be 
thought, however, on the authority of 
Juncker, that excreſcences ariſe from 
within the Cancer itſelf, Theſe fleſhy 
maſſes or fungi are formed at the expence 
of the parts on which the Cancer repoſed 
itſelf as it were. 0 


i (ef ) Juncker Conſp. Chirurg. pag. 321. 


From 
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: Frpm theſe marks, . 8 will 
eaſily be able to diſtinguiſh cancerous ul- 
cers from the true Cancer: but whence a- 
riſes the difference of theſe phenomena, 
and of the event of the diſeaſe ?—This 
queſtion is difficult to anſwer, but as it 
is a very important one, I will attempt to 


throw ſome Ish on the ſubject. 


8 LXV. 1 ulcers are os 90 
ſequence of a wound; or of a light putrid 
diatheſis of the eee - or of an obſti- 
nate obſtruction of long ſtanding, in the 
follicles or glands. From either of theſe 
cauſes it will be allowed that a putrid ſtate 
of the ulcer may take place. When this 
putrid ſtate is come on, if it is ſucceeded 
by violent inflammation, it will neceſſa- 
rily erode and ſpread itſelf; but if only 
a very ſlight — takes place, 
and the heat is moderate, the ulcer will 
be ſimply a colliguative one. When an 
ulcer of the firſt Kind, that is, an inflam- 
matory one, follows a wound, or a ſlight | 
putrid diatheſis of the humours, the pu- 
tridity attacks only the extremities of the 
veſſels, and the fluid falls into the cavity 
| | of 


1 


of the ulcer. There they are W 
attacked by the putrid ferment, in the 
ſame manner that we have 1 (SL.) 
and thus the eroſion proceeds ſlowly, and 
is confined almoſt wholly t to the ſurface of 
the ſkin, als 
b 
1 LXVI. But if the ulcer is the con- 
ſequence of an obſtruction: of long ſtand- 
ing, the greateſt part of the veſſels, which 
bring fluids to the obſtructed part, are, as 
in the true Cancer, rendered more or leſs 
tumid by the fluids they contain: and 
as fluids, in a ſtate of repoſe, are more 
eaſily ſuſceptible of the putrefactive pro- 
ceſs, than thoſe which are in motion; 
the corruption will penetrate more deeply, 
and the eroſion will advance more rapid- 
ly, in this, than in the former ulcer: and 
indeed, experience has proved to us, that 
ulcers of this laſt kind, may degenerate 
into true Cancers, and the more eaſily, in 
proportion, as the obſtruction has been of 
a longer or ſhorter duration, and at the 
ſame time is more or leſs compleat. 


9 «Ko 
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It is thus we read in Baron W 8 3 


work of a ſarcoma (s), in Platner of a 


ganglion (h), and of buboes in many au- 


thors, which have been changed into Can- 


cers of the worſt kind, and which no me- 
thods were able to ſtop the progreſs of. In 
a word, the whole of the difference be- 
tween the ſeveral phenomena, lies in this, 
that in cancerous ulcers, which are not 


-the conſequence of an old and compleat 


obſtruction, the corruption is almoſt 
_ wholly confined to the ſurface and to the 
cellular membrane, and thus is within the 


reach of medicines ; — whereas, in the 


contrary caſe, that is, when the putrefac- 


tion attacks parts that are at a diſtance 
from the ulcer, by means of veſſels, no 


matter of what ſort, that have been long 
obſtructed; it eludes the energy of medi- 
eines; and even aſſumes new vigor, if thoſe 
Wiel are made uſe of are irritating or 
corroſive, and this on account of the in- 
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creafed heat which they occafion in the 


$ LXVII. It will not be amiſs to in- 
quire here, whether cancerous ulcers are 
produced by a retropulſion of the cance- 
rous virus, into parts, that are at a diſ- 


tance from the original ſeat of the diſ- 
eaſe.— There can be no doubt, but that 


the cancerous ichor, being m with 
the humours, irritates and infects the 
parts through which it is circulated. 
Let us ſuppoſe then, that in ſome organ 


the lymph is viſcid, or that it has a true 


obſtruction.—If the ichor penetrates it, 
it is certain, that firſt the ſtagnant fluids, 


and then a ſolids, will enter into putre- 


faction, after a certain ſpace of time, as 
well from the energy of the fermenting 


principle, which they have thus received, 


as from the augmentation of the heat 


produced by the irritation.— This cor- 
ruption (as we have already ſaid) is purely 
colliquative, and of courſe, the ulcer, if 
the heat is moderate, will be likewiſe 


imply colliquative: — but if the heat ar- 
rives to a certain degree, which I have 
1 5 not 


[1x66 ] 


not Pein able to aſcertain AY fuffetent- 
exactitude, although I have much at- 
tended to it (), it is then, more than 
certain, that this corruption may become 
cancerous, and thus the retropulſion of the 
cancerous ichor, will give birth to a can- 
cerous ulcer, which would never have 
exiſted without 5 


SLxVII. In W to the wel. | 
tion ſtated by the Academy, I ought to 
mark out t here the ighs that. characterize | 


- 


6 


(i) It is to be lamented, that the ſource of natural heat is 
unknown to us. — Through the whole of this work I have 
derived it, from. the movement of the circulation, and from 
muſcular motion, although I am well aware that this hy- 
potheſis is not only inſuthcient for the explanation of the 
phcnomena of animal heat, but that it is repugnant to ſome 
experiments that have been lately made.—l have no doubt, 
but that if the ſource of this heat was truly known, much 
light would be thrown on the theory of Cancer. Why do 
Phyſiologiſts ſo much neglect that cauſe of heat, which is 
founded on the joint effecis of irritability and muſcular mo- 
tion.— It is wonderful how many difficulties are removed 
1 animal heat by this hypotheſis. — I have long 
thought o 

and it ſeemed to me worthy of being conſidered as a phyſi- 
dlogical truth. — I have written ſomething on this ſubject, 

which! ſhall one _- or other, make I 


* 


the 


it: — I have compared it with the phenomena, 5 
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the: Cb of differats: parts, together ; 


with their diſtinctions. &c.—1 might, in- 


deed, collect together the ſymptoms. pe- 


culiar to particular organs, on account of 


the diverſity of their functions and uſes; 
but this diſſertation, which is already of 


too great a length, would, in ſuch a way, 


be unneceſſarily drawn out to a tedious 


bulk, without adding any thing to the 


clearneſs and certainty of the general 
theory of Cancer, or of the cancerous vi- 
rus.— Beſides, we ſhould have been o- 
bliged to have had recourſe to the de- 
ſcriptions and ſigns given by authors; 
and the Academy diſdains to receive what 


has already been publiſhed. — Solely at- 


tentive to the progreſs of ſcience, ſhe 
ſeeks only for what is new and unknown; 
and fuch diſcoveries cannot be expected 
from us on this head, ſubmitted as it is to 
our ſenſes, and on tick ſo many cele- 
brated men have employed. themſelves : 


nevertheleſs, we wall give ſome' few ge- 
neral precepts, concerning the diagnoſtic 


of Cancers ſeated in different internal or- 
gans. .— The exiſtence of internal Cancers 


1s diſcovered by the functions peculiar to 


the 


1 
i 
i 
1 
b 
. 


1 I 


the organs in which they are ſeated, be. 
coming injured or aboliſhed . that 
this diagnoſtic may be a certain one, it 
will be neceſſary, firſt, that this injury 
to the functions, be ſuch as is uſual to 
follow flow compreſſion” or erofion : ſe- 


condly, that there be no other diſeaſe ex- 


iſting, to which theſe ſymptoms may be 
referred: thirdly, that this change in the 
functions 5 in the ſame ſtate for a 
cotifiderable length of time, without any 
remarkable increaſe, when the diſeaſe is 
ſuppoſed to be a Schirrus; but it may be 
expected to follow the uſual courſe, when' 
it is cancerous. From what has been ſaid, 
tlie ſigns of external Cancers will cafily be 
r WH 4 
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0 9 Mr: Por's laſt Ken's! did not make its appear- 
ance' till after this work was publiſhed i in France: that in- 
genious and experienced writer hãs deſcribed a particular 


kind of cancerous affection, which fixes itlelf on the ſcro- 
tum, and which, from being almoſt wholly peculiar to 


chimney-ſweepers, he has named, the chimney*ſweeper's 


Cancer.—lt uſually attacks the inferior parts of the ſcrotum, 
where it produces a ſuperficial, painful, ragged, ill- looking 
; fore, with hard and riſing — Ihe trade call it the 


ſoot wart. 


S LxIx. 
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8 LXIX. Magie finiſhed this little 


digreſſion, I proceed. to ſpeak of the ex- 
tirpation of the Cancer, by the, knife. 
= deſign is to. point out. thoſe circum- 2 
ſtances in the diſeaſe, which are; favoura- 
ble to, or oppoſed to the operation. 


Deterred, by the fatal — of 


Hippocrates, ſurgeons, during many cen- 


- 


00t-wert. + dts, Pott never ſaw it under the age af puberty, 


which he ſuppoſes to be one reaſon why it is generally taken 
to be a venereal complaint, and by being treated with mer- 
curials, is thereby ſoon and much exaſperated : In no great 
length of time it pervades the ſkin, dartos, and membranes 
of the ſcrotum; and ſeizes the reſticle, which it enlarges, har- 
dens, and renders truly diſeaſed : it then makes its way up 


the ſpermatic proceſs into the abdomen, and commonly in- 
durates the inguinal glands : when it has reached the abdo- 


men, it affecks ſoine of the viſcera, and then very ſoon be- 


comes painfully deſtructive. — This is the progreſs of the 


diſeaſe. Its cure, ſeems to depend, on an early extirpation of 


that part of the ſcrotum where the diſeaſe begins; for if it 
be ſuffered to remain till the virus has ſeized the teſticle, i It 
is generally too late even for caſtration.— This diſeaſe is, in 


Mr. Pott's opinion, the conſequence of the patient's occupa- 
tion, and in all probability local; ſo that he thinks it is to 


be conſidered as a very different eaſe: (at firſt) from a Cancer 
which appears in an elderly man, whoſe fluids from time or 


other cauſes, are became acrimonious ; or from the ſame 
kind of complaint in wothen, who have ceaſed to malle: 


ate. — Sec TO 5 Chirurg ica { Obſervations, page 63.7 


turies, 
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actual cautery, to prevent hemorhage (1), 


0 104 . 


turies, were unwilling to valliedke the 


cure of Cancer: — the moſt daring of 


them ventured only to extirpate ſmall, 


"recent and moveable Cancers, either by 
"amputation, which was ſucceeded by the 


Or 


AY 


(1) I was of opinion, when I compoſed the firſt edition 
of this work, that the ancients uſed the actual cautery, only 
in the way here mentioned; but I have ſince diſcovered, 
that ſome of them cauterized, even without any fear of he- 
morrhage, and merely to deſtroy the remains of the cancer- 
_ ous maſs, which might have. eſcaped the cutting inſtru- 
ment. Leonidas of Alexandria, chief of the feat of Epyſin- 
thetics, who lived under M. Aurelius, or Commodus, about 
the year 180, is the firſt ſurgeon who ſpeaks of this caute- 
-Hization ; —* one ef which, ſays he, is intended to flop the bleed- 


ing. and the other to deſtroy the remains of the dijeaſe.” In 


4 Cancers of the breaſt, I am accuſtomed to. place the pa- 


< tient in a recumbent poſture, and after having cut away 


the cancerous from the ſound part of the breaſt, I burn 


the wounded part with the cautery, until the crult that 
formed by theſe means, reſtrains the flow of blood. 


Then I begin to cut again, and diſſect out the deep part 
aof the breaſt; and then I burn the wounded parts as be- 


! fore, often repeating the practice of firſt cutting, and then 
burning, with a view to reſtrain the flow of blood by 
„ theſe means all danger of hemorrhage is avoided ; but 
„ when the amputation is compleated, I again burn all the 


«© parts, even to dryneſs. — The firſt cauterizations were only 
« to ſtop the blood, but the latter one is done to deſtroy all 
« the remains of the diſeaſe.” AEt. tetrab. iv. Serm. Cap. iv. 


The Operatic, as we 2 85 it now, may excel that practi- 


ced 


} 


or by cauſtics. Towards the cloſe of the 
| fixteenth century, they quitted this cruel _ 
method of burning the Cancer, and be- 
gan to employ amputation with the knife: 
fince that time, this method has been 
more firmly eſtabliſhed, and is now the 
only one in uſe amongſt the moſt cele- 
brated ſurgeons of the preſent age. They 


at. ad : wy 
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ced by Leonidas, in the way of quickneſs and elegance, but 
is ſurely much inferior to it in the way of ſafety.—It is, in- 
deed, in the very moment when the amputation is performed, 
that all the remains of the cancerous maſs ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, and not when theſe neglected roots begin to re- pro- 
duce che diſeaſe, Cauſtics may, in ſome meaſure, perhaps, 
ſupply che place of the cautery, but it is not without great 
rilks : — for, if they are employed in a ſmall doſe, on the 
one hand they inflame, and this inflammation uſually occa- 
ſions induration and often regenerates Cancer : on the other 

hand, not cauteriſing with ſuihcient quickneſs, they are in 
ſome meaſure abſorbed, and thus produce other diſagreeable 
A 1 e 


The choice of the cauſtic which is to be employed, is by 
no means a matter of indifference, —I am inclined to prefer 
that which joins the greateſt activity to the leaſt diſſolubi- 
lity.—I could wiſh too, that ſome experiments might” be 
made to determine how much cauſtic is required ta deſtroy 
ſuch and ſuch parts to a certain depth: for this property 
being once determined, it is to be preſumed, there would 
be leſs danger in applying the whole quantity at once, than 
at different times. E FTLS FW 15 
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diſpute, however, concerning the circum- 
ſtances of the diſeaſe wherein amputation 
Is allowable.—Some of them contend, that 
we ſhould amputate only the recent, move- 
able, and ſolitary Cancer. whe it ad- 
heres ſtrongly with a broad baſis, the moſt 
experienced ſurgeons do not heſitate to 
leave it to itſelf, and give the patient up 
to inevitable deſpair and death. — Is the 
Cancer, then, which is firmly adherent to 
the parts on which it reſts, abſolutely mor- 
tal y In order to throw ſome light on this 
queſtion, it will be neceſſary to fay ſome - 
thing of the nature of the parts, by means 
of which the adheſion is effected. 


28 LXX All organs, 3 of the 
cancerous virus, are connected with the 
neighbouring parts, by veſſels of different 
kinds, and by the cellular membrane. 
The e an of this cellular mem- 
brane, and of the veſſels which circulate 
through it, gives riſe to a concretion of 
the fluids which flow through thoſe veſ- 
ſels.— The ſoft and looſe parts, which 
ſerve to attach the tumour, become 


ſhorter and . and, at length, fix it 
more 


* 
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more Goods .— There does not t Heeg 
then, to hg any thing in all this, which 
_ eanbe ſufficient to reſtrain the hand of the 
ſurgeon, or to ſtop his cars to the e 
of the unfortunate. 
It is true, that it is neceltiry to ampu= 
tate the whole of the adhering maſs; and, 
of coutſe, this, ſometimes, cannot be Fen: 
without a great loſs of ſubſtance. But 
the danger from the wound, when com- 
pared with the certainty of death, ought 
to moderate our fears, with reſpect to the 
amputation of the pectoral muſcles, &c. 
even though we ſhould be obliged to carry 
the amputation as far as the ribs: nor 
ſhould we deſpair of the recovery of the 
patient, even though ſome portion of the 
roots of the tumour ſhould remain; pro- 
vided we are careful to keep off, or, at N 
leaſt, to moderate, the inf e 
a word, it would ſeem as if we may am- 
putate a Cancer with ſafety, even though 
it ſhould adhere intimately to the neigh- 
bouring parts, provided there is no-infur= 
mountable cancerous ſtate exiſting : —if 
there ſhould remain” ſome little difeafet 
parts, after the extirpation yr the tumour, 
FS. f - 
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we may be able perhaps, to remove them: 


either by means of antiſeptics, of which 
we ſhall ſoon ſpeak (Ixxiv.), or of other 


remedies. Much judgment and cautious 


attention, will, it is true, be required on 


ſuch an . without theſe, we had 


better remain inactive. — I adviſe ſurge 
ons, above all things, not to ſpare the in- 
teguments on theſe occaſions, for they are 
fallacious. — I am of opinion, that their 
operations have often failed of ſuccels, 


merely from their having left a cancerous 
ſkin, the natural colour of which, de- 
ceived them :—they fancied it healthy, 
but its confiſtence and thickneſs com- 


monly prove it to be diſeaſed. —You will 


ſee in Morgagni (n), that it was to this 
| boldneſs we are recommending, that Val- 
falva owed his ſucceſs, in the cure of a 


breaſt, which he deſcribes as —_— been 
moſt horribly ulcerated. 25 


= LXXI. The unſuſpecced lime of 
ſmaller cancerous tumours, ſuſpends the 
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hand of the ſurgeon who diſcovers them: 
it is neceſſary on theſe occaſions; to en- 
quire, whether they owe their origin to 
the primitive cauſe; that is to ſay, whe- 
ther the leaſt advanced of them were ge- 
nerated before the return of the pain, inthe 5 


_—_— Cancer, which takes place at the 


eginning of the third ſtage. In this caſe, 
Hildanus adviſes us to extirpate them 


likewiſe (ao). He himſelf amputated a 
breaſt, although there were. ſeveral con- 


1 ſiderable ſchirri, in the axilla, which he 


removed at the fame time. 


$ LXXII. That no vine eee ine 
flon may be drawn from what we have 
advanced, in ſaying, that we ſubmit all 


— 


Cancers to the knife: we think it right 


tf acknowledge here, that there are cer- 
tain caſes, in which it would afford no 

room for hope: : as for example, when the 

Cancer is in a ſituation, to which pru- 


dence will not permit us to carry the in- 


ſtrument; or when the tumour 18 large; 4 


* 
— » » as ! 


n ” 


) Obſerv. Chirurg. Cent. 11. Obſ. 72. pag. 150. 


not 


* 7 | 


1 
. 


not circumſeribed; inveterate; immove- 


able; cemented, as it were, with all the 


parts around it; and torn by the moſt a- 
cute pains, through the whole of its ſub- 
ſtance; &. for ſuch a: ſtate as this, never. 
exiſts, withour the cancerous ſtate, being, 

at the: fanke: time; arrived to a very great 


height, and the whole animal economy's" 


; being infected with it. 


| 36 LXXIII. ket, it 1 ene be 
chou ght, that I conſider the Cancer, 
EP virus has- infected the whole maſs 


of humours, as a caſe which is wholly to 


be deſpaired of. There are ſtill, perhaps, 


ſome glimmerings of hope remaining. I 
will point out the method which will be 


proper in the treatment of this infection 
of the humours, after I ſhall have treated 


more particularly of the ulcerated Can- 
* or Cancer in the fourth ſtage, | 0 


5 LXXIV. When a Set hits at- 
| rained, its higheſt ſtate of ulceration, the 


hopes of = ſurgeon are uſually loſt ; 


and yet, even in this ſtage of the * 


much N be done to mitigate the ſymp- 
toms, 


A 


— n 


L 


toms, and avclows che life of the patient z 
and even, perhaps, to operate a cure: for, 
beſides the extirpation of the diſeaſed 
part, by the knife, which would often 


ſucceed, if the cancerous diatheſis Was 


oe by ſuitable methods : art ſup- 
plies us with other means of cure, which 
are to be derived from medicine.— The 


indications of cure, will therefore, be 


four, all which muſt neceſſarily be adopt- 


ed, if we wiſh to ſucceed. Firſt, To de- 
ſtroy the preſent corruption. Secondly; 


To prevent its future generation. Third- 


ö ly, To bring about a ſeparation of the in- 
organic maſs. Fourthly, T o procure the | 
healing of the ulcer. | 


Every one will conceive, that a N 


cine poſſeſſed of ſufficient energy to over 


come the cancerous corruption, would, 
at once, fulfil all theſe indieations: but, 


unfortunately, every day's experience 


toves to us, that hitherto ſuch a re- 
medy has been ſought for in vain. De- 


terſive, agglutinating applications; anti- 


ſeptics, which excite irritation; and ſome 
others, that are too often uſed in practice; 


occalion. ſpaſm, tumefaction, . | 


0 eee —— ECEIIIET 
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tion, &c. wad 4d e che diſeaſe. 3 was 


a queſtion ſuggeſted by the celebrated M. 


le Cat, (a man of genius, who ſeems to 
have been born for the improvement of 
our art) whether ſome ſuppurative, might 
not be diſcovered, which might be adapt- 
ed to the nature ns Cancer: he conclu- 

| ded, that though far from being certain, 
it was not 1 "i 


| «ih LXXV. Firſt. The gas 1 
which is ſupplied by all ſubſtances in 
actual fermentation or efferveſcence, ſeems 
to us to be the ſuppurative that has been 


| fo long wiſhed for. Every body knows, 
that this very ſubtile fluid, reſtores putrid 
animal ſubſtances to their fromnch (2)-— 


No perſon, however, has, to my know- 
ledge confirmed its antiſeptic virtue, by 
any experiments made on parts ſtill ad- 
hering to the living body (p). — I am in- 
SE 28 Ts | clined | 


C 
1 
— — — yo — _ ——— — ä 9 — 
— . 


@) Machride 8 Eſlys 


(p) The learned Author does not ſeem to- hay ig too much 
here :—it is true that Mr. Hey's paper, on the good effects _ 
of fixed air in a 11 85 fever, had been publiſhed by Dr. 

| Prieſtley, 
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clined to believe, however, with confi⸗ 


dence, that it will be found to have the 


to the public. 


* 0 — * 9 — 


4 s > —_ * . # 
2 22 * 3 . 
” . 2 ws Me 5 
- . tt 6 * 
— ** 
— * 
” 
: . 


Prieſtley in the firſt edition of his obſervations on differen | 
kinds of air : but Dr. Percival's paper on the medicinal 
uſes of fixed air, in which he recommended its application 


to foul ulcers and Cancers, was probably not publiſhed till 


aſter this work was in the hands of the Academy. It will 


not be amiſs to give here the words of that ingenious writer, 


If mephetic air be thus capable of correcting purulent 


* matter in the lungs, we may reaſonably infer, it will be e- | 


« qually uſeful when applied externally to foul ulcers ; and 
experience confirms this conclufion: even the fanies of a 
„Cancer, when the carrot poultice failed has been ſweetened *_ 
* by it, the pain mitigated, and a better digeſtion produced, 
* The caſes I refer to are now in the Mancheſter Infirmary, 


* under the direction of my friend Mr, White, whoſe {kill, 


* as a ſurgeon, and whoſe abilities, as a writer, are well known 
Two months have elapſed ſince theſe obſervations were 
„written (May, 1772), and the ſame remedy during that pe- 


„ riod has been aſſiduoully applied, but without any further 


ſucceſs. The progreſs of the Cancer ſeems to be checked by 
«the fixed air; but it is to be ſeared that a cure will not be 
eſſected: a palliative remedy, however, in a diſeaſe ſo def- 
perate and loathſome, may be confidered as a very valuable 


_ * acquiſition. Perhaps nitrous air might be more efficacious.“ 
E Percival Eſſays, vol. 2. page 74. — Dr. Percival pub- 


liſhed his eſſays in 1773.— lt is obſervable, that M. Pey- 


rilhe has not once named Dr. Prieftley, whoſe name is now 


fo famous on this ſubjcct of fixed air; — and as Dr. Prieſt- 
ley's obſervations were not publiſhed till 1772. It would 
ſeem as if M. Peyrithe had not ſeen even that edition: he 
would otherwiſe certainly have named him, when he ſo often 


quotes Hales, Macbride, and Pringle, * 


"'Q _— 


N 

fame energy in experiments of this Kind: x 
for I ſee no other difference between the 
one and the other, than that of the heat, 
Which the living bodies communicate to 


the putrid maſs that adheres to them ; 
while the putrid ſubſtances, which have 


been ſweetened by this new antiſeptic, by 


Sir John Pringle, Dr. Macbride, Gaber, 
and others, were uſually cold when they 
were ſubmitted. to experiments, | 


LXXVI. To ſpeak ingenuouſly, 
however, the experiments that have hi- 
therto been made in this way, do not 
permit us to hope, that the antiſeptic 
vapor intimately impregnates the whole 
of the cancerous maſs. — Dr. Macbride's 
ſeventeenth experiment, would ſeem to 
prove the contrary, — Still, however, if 

the firſt vaporation is fond to penetrate 
to the depth of two lines, and reſtores ſo 
much of the parts to their ſweetneſs, may 
we not be permitted to hope, that the 
ſecond operation will go 8 and 
that thus, by being frequently repeated, 
the whole cancerous maſs, will, at * 
became im 3 and ſweetened E 
S LXXVIL 


138779 'F 
4 LXXVII. Seel The conduc. | 
uſe of the antiſeptic vapor, will gradually. FA 
diminiſh the putrefactive proceſs; and the 


cauſe which excites it in the cancerous 
maſs, will, of courſe, diminiſh with it. 


8 LXXVIIL I 8 that it will be bs. 
difficult 1 to procure the ſeparation of the 
inorganic maſs from the ſound parts — | 
but would it not be. a wholeſome prac- 
tice, after having diminiſhed the putre- 
factive proceſs, and rendered the diſeaſe 
more mild, to cut away the cancerous 
maſs radually to the quick ? it is cer» 
tain, that encyſted tumours, the putridity | 
of which is of a milder character, that is 
to ſay, more colliquative, admit of this 
treatment.— Perhaps the living principle, 
will, of itſelf, throw off the diſeaſed and 
inorganic maſs, if aſſiſted by proper to- 
pics. What thoſe topics are, experience 
does not permit us to ſay with certainty, 
one excepted (q). —The ſeparation of en- 
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Ses tumours from the follicle, which 


eg by nature, when the ſurge- 
on has not been able to extract it, ſeems 


to bid fair for the like to e in can- 
cerous caſes. 


L XXIX. Guided, therefore, by this 
theory, I have twice undertaken the cure 


of Cancer, by the antiſeptics I have men- 
tioned. —I will, here, ingenuouſly de- 


ſcribe the reſult of thoſe experiments (/). 
Although neither of thoſe trials ſuc- 


ceeded fo far as to bring about a compleat 


1 yet the favourable circumſtances 


4% * deſerve to be recor- 


* 


„ 5 
* * 7 ö — W 
7 


— 


(5 The 888 Rs which the Academy v was hs 
ſed to honour this eſſay has ſecured to me, fince the firſt edi- 
tion of it, more of the confidence of the public, and I have 


had frequent. opportunities of repeating this kind of treat- 


-rhent.—lt has not only continued to produce ſalutary effects, 
but even in ſome favourable caſes, has operated a — 
cure. in the moſt deſperate ones it moderates the pain, ero- 


ſion and fator; and theſe circumſtances ſurely are ſufhcienuy b 


favourable, for it to be 2 adopted. 5 
3 


. 

S LXXX. A woman, aged about fifty- 
ſix years, had an ulcerated Cancer, which 
had compleatly deſtroyed the noſe, the 
greater part of the upper lip, and a ſmall 
portion of the cheeks. The pituitary mem- 
8 which lines the os ethmoides and 
maxillary ſinus, ſeemed likewiſe to be 

eroded : for the bones of the finus were 

enlarged and foitened, and the ſkin that 
covered them, was livid and ulcerated.—— 
The ulceration was of two years ſtanding. 
The diſeaſe had originated from a ſmall 
tubercle in the upper lip ; and it was'a- 


bout five months before J ſaw her, that 


the maxillary glands on each fade, had 
begun to ſwell, and, very ſoon after- 
wards, to become painful: in ſhort, the 
cancerous ſtate exiſted in all its force.—T 


preſcribed the antiſeptic, which I ſhall 


deſcribe hereafter ($ Ixxxiv. and ſeq.), 


with a view to obviate the cancerous dia- 
theſis of the humours.—The ulcer itſelf 
was expoſed, during half an hour, to the 
vapor of a mixture, in actual fermenta- 
tion. —I had placed this mixture in a 
large vefſe] :—the ulcer was then covered 
with pledgets, dipped in the white of an 
1 55 . 1 egg. 


8 7] 


5 egg, and ſtrongly impregnated with cam-_ 


phor.—As I ſeveral times varied the com- 
poſition of the fermenting mixture; and 


as it is certain that the gas, which exhales 
during the termentation, 1 is the ſame, from 


whatever ſubſtance it is procured, I ſhall 


not give any formula on this occaſion ( 5). 


Guided by the doctrines and experi- 
ments of the ingenious Dr. Macbride, the 
reader will be able to chuſe for himſelf. 


The day following, the patient informed 


me, that ſhe had paſſed a more eaſy night 
than uſual; but the aſpe& of the ulcer did 

not appear to be ſenſibly altered. The vapor 
was repeated, and on the third day, ſhe 


underwent the ſame operation twice. 


The pains were mitigated, and the ulcer 


* * 8 i. 


hb — 


() Dr. n is af opinion, hs the moſt pure fixed 


air is to be obtained from diluted oil of vitriol and chalk.— 


It were to be wiſhed, that ſome experiments might be made 
in our hoſpitals, with a view to aſcertain the effects of the dif 


ferent, kinds of air, in cancerous ulcers. —Mephitic air, and 


nitrous air, for inſtance, ſeem likely to produce various effects 


in theſe caſes. —In order to conduct the air with more cer- 


tainty to the ulcer, it would be eaſy to procure a caſe, which 
might be ſo contrived as to cover the ulcer, and have a tube 


opening i into it, from the mn. bo mixture, 3 97D 


afforded | 
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afforded a milder appearance :—on the 
fourth day, it was leſs fœtid, and had fur- 

niſhed a little good pus.—I employed the 
vapor three times a day, and every thing 
began to have a more favourable aſpect.— 
On that day, the patient informed me, 
that ſhe found herſelf incommoded occa- 
ſionally, with vertigo; and that ſhe had felt 
this inconvenience, at times, ever ſince 
the third or fourth vaporation. — As the 
pains were much mitigated, and the ulcer 
had a very mild and favourable appear- 
ance, and furniſhed a pretty laudable pus; 
although ſomewhat alarmed at this ver- 
tigo, yet I ventured to continue the va- 
porations.——The vertigo ſtill ſubſiſted, 
and I began to ſuſpect, that this ſymptom 
was occaſioned by the vapor of fixed air, 
entering into the lungs (); and, fearing 


1 
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(t) It appears, however, from experiments, that fixed air 
may in no inconſiderable quantity be breathed without 
danger or uneaſineſs — The ſteam of an efferveſcing mixture 
of chalk and vinegar, has been inſpired through the ſpout 
of a coffee - pot, in a great number of caſes of phthiſis pulmo- 
nalis, and with very good effects too. —Sce Percival's Med. 


eſſays. T 


— 


ſome 


ä 
ſome dangerous conſequences, I determi- 


ned to change, in ſome meaſure, the plan 


| of operation. = | 
I placed in an earthen veſſel, a few 
1 ounces of pot-aſhes, mixed with a little 
$1 water, and a ſmall quantity of camphor : 
JI : ; . . - | 
14 I covered this veſſel with à funnel, and 
thus was able to direct the exhaling air 
immediately to the ſurface of the ulcer ; 


while, through a particular opening, I 
poured upon the aſhes, ſometimes vinegar, 
and ſometimes the nitrous acid (*) : du- 
ring all this time, the patient was able to 
| breathe a pure air. — The vaporation in 
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uu) A number of obſervations and experiments ſeem to 
prove, that the gas. which eſcapes from fermenting ſubltan- 
ces, is m no way different from the vapor of burning char- 
coal. I would, therefore, adviſe furgeons to expoſe Cancers, 
and cancerous, and other putrid ulcers, to this vapor; it be- 
ing ſometimes difficult and troubleſome to procure the gas 
from effervercing and fermenting ſubſtances.— I am of opi- 
nion, too that the dry heat of the coals will of itſelf be uſeful 
| in diying the parts to which it is applied, and in diminiſhing 
the tendency to ſpontaneous motion, by diſſipating the hu- 
midity :—it would ſeem, therefore, that the ſeveral proper- 
ties of heat as aſcribed by the ancients to the actual cautery, 
are not repugnant to the modern diſcovaies in philo- 
fophy. | 5 Yo 


this 


this way, was * twice or three 
times a day, and continued half an hour 
each time. — During ſixteen days, I em 
ployed the remedy in this way, with ſo 
much ſucceſs, that I began to flatter my 
ſelf with the hopes of being able to era- 
dicate the diſeaſe: and my expectations 
were the more raiſed, as the ulcer had al- 
moſt entirely loſt its diſagreeable ſmell; 
afforded a laudable pus ; and the mals | 
lary glands began to yield to the medi- 
eines that were given internally. Altho' the 
vertigo had diminiſhed, it never had wholly 
quitted the patient: — on the. contrary, 
about the thirty- fifth or thirty- ſixth day 
- of the ene it became more violent, 
and was attended with the moſt excru- 
ciating pains, a about the upper part of the 
head, on the nature of which, I could 
chat nothing with certainty. — On 
inquiry, the patient informed me, that 
| ſhe had formerly felt ſuch pains, and even 
more violent ones: — Although the ulcer 
continued to be in the moſt favourable 
| ſtate, I was obliged to give up this me- 
thod of cure, and to content myſelf with 
applying doſſils of lint, twice or three 
R | RCs times 
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times a er, impregnated in the way I 


before - mentioned. T he miſerable pati- 
ent being worn out by the moſt horrid 


torments, at length, died in convulſions, 


on the twenty third day from the attack 
of the pain, and two months from the time 
ſhe came under my care. — The ulcer 
continued to look well to the laſt. —It 
was impoſſible for me to procure the in- 
ſpection of the body, which would proba- 


| bly have diſcovered to us the cauſe of the 


patient's death. If I might be allowed to 


conjecture on the 3 T ſhould at- 


tribute ĩt to a cancerous diſcaſe within the 
head. | 


S LXXXI. Another woman, aged a- 
bout fifty years, had a Cancer in the 
breaſt, which had been ulcerated about 
nine months. After every thing had 


been tried for her, except amputation, 


(to which ſhe had conſtantly refuſed to 
ſubmit), ſhe was placed under my care.— 
I began by employing internal antiſep- 
tic remedies, which mitigated the 5 


ver, and colical pains, and likewiſe mode 
rated the * and procured the 


| ms a 


EE 

patient ſome reſt:— It likewiſe diminiſh 
ed the flow of a green and acrid matter 
from the vagina, which had tormente& 
the patient during three or four months(»), 
being accompanied with pains about the 

region of the uterus, and excoriation of 

the lower parts of the vagina, —T took 
care to 8 the fixed air to the ulcera- 
ted breaſt, three or four times every day. 
J procured it, as in the other caſe, from 
pot-aſhes, by means of vinegar, or the ni- 
trous acid. I employed, alfo, the fame 
dreſſings as before. In a very ſhort ſpace . 
of time, the ulcer loſt both its lividit7 
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ä nn s ** ES r 


ki . -, W 


() This green, acrid and putrid uterine flux is not un- 
frequent with cancerous women; nor is it uncommon in 
other chronic diſeaſes, in which there is much putrid dia- 
theſis.— It does not, therefore, announce, as ſome practition- 
ers have ſuppoſed, the preſence of a Cancer in the uterus, 
but it proves the exiſtence of the cancerous diatheſis. When _ 
the animal fluids have a morbid tendency to. putrefaction, we 
ought not to be ſurpriſed that thoſe ſhould be the moſt liable 
to it. which circulate flowly through their veſſels, e. Whoever 
will recollect the ſtate of the fluids in cancerous dĩatheſis, and 
at the ſame time, the ſtructure and ſituation of the uterus, will 
cafily diſcover the cauſes of the uterint flut in cancerous. 
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and fœtor, and furniſhed a tolerable pus. 
The edges of the ulcer began to ſoften, 
and the pains were much mitigated :— 
all theſe changes were the work of ewen- 
ty days.—This patient felt no vertigo: 
and its abſence in this caſe (which differ- 
ed from the former one, only in the dit- 
ferent ſituation of the Cancer), ſeems to 
confirm our conjecture concerning the 
cauſe of it in the firſt patient, — It 
would be ſuperfluous to deſcribe the 
effects of every vaporation ; and it will be 
ſufficient to lay, that the patient under- 
went this operation twice a day; and this 
with ſo much ſucceſs, that at the end of 
two months, the ulcer afforded a good 
pus, of a greyiſh white colour, and with- 
dut fœtor.— The tumour, which formed, 
as it were, the baſis of the ulcer, was con 
ſiderably diminiſhed, and the local pains 
had e wholly diſappeared. I con- 
feſs, 1 had here, as in the former caſe, 
formed the moſt ſanguine expectations of 
a cure; but the patient did not ſeem to 
ſhare rh me in theſe hopes. —She con- 
feeſſed herſelf, indeed, to be mended, but 
; nothing leſs than the — of the ul- 
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1 ſatisfy her, and the time hs. 
this was not yet arrived. — Towards the 
cloſe of the third month, when every 
thing ſeemed to be going on in a favour- 
able manner; notwithſtanding all my ar- 
guments, ſhe placed herſelf under the 
care of an adventurer, | who had allured 
her, by promiſes of a ſpeedy cure; and I 
haue ſince learn'd, that ſhe! died about 
nine months eee in one of our 
hoſpitals, the difeaſe having returned 
. bn lende II: ? 
| 7h 
8 LXXXIL. Although theſe Shoei 
rerminated: in death, we ought, by no- 
means, to form an ung N opinion 
af the remedies I propoſe. In both caſes 
they brought the ulcers to a favorable 
ſtate, and . . the 
| {yniptoms in e GY 


it {1 


May we. not; therefore, esd bebe 
from reaſon and experience, 
Firſt. T hat certain antiſeptics are ex- 
ceedingly powerful in obviating cance- 


rous corruption. 
Senate | 
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— that theſe 8 are to be 
conſidered as the true e (x) of 
Cancer. 

Thirdly. That e are capable - 


| — 118 


Fourthly. That, 1 8 55 | 


although en by the ordinary me- 


thads, are not ee without re- 


ſource. - 


£ 


S LXXXIII. 1 beg "Ice hh 


1 dulge aA few conjectures, —I am incli- 


neil to think, that it is to this antiſeptic 


quality, we are to aſcribe the good effects 


oft the carrot-poultice in theſe caſes.—F 


have often uſed it, and have many times 


noticed its entering into Ade vinous fer- 
mentation, which we affords the 


gas Hlveſtre.— ls it not on * ſame prin- 


ciples, that the Peruvian bark, applied 


7 


ta putrid or to e, Produces 


dy. . 


6) Theor ede 5 be taken here | in * moſt. 9 5 


erenlive Haß mah 


its 


c the erofion and the other bad 
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its effec ? and is it not by e the . 


corruption, that it checks it? I will not 


= 
|. 


deny, however, but that the powder of 


bark, may, in ſome caſes, when the diſ- 


caſe ariſe" Nom atony, act by its tonic 
and aſtringent qualities: but if it is uſe- 


ful in all putrid ulcers, without diſtinction, 
and without any regard to its tonic and 
ſtimulating powers, I have no doubt, but 
that its energy muſt be ein to the 


fixed air it a ords. 
c 0 0 1. 1 A R *. 


It 8 to follow; Cm theſe ſpecula- 
tions, Firſt. That we ought not to apply 


to Cancer or to putrid ulcers, either the 
carrot-poultice, or the bark, in ſmall 


quantity, or deprived of the moiſture, 
which will render them more eafily ſuf- 


ceptible of fermentation. Secondly. That 


theſe applications are not mw be removed, 
until the fermentation begun, mi# 
even finiſhed. Thirdly. That we ought 


to employ them in the form moſt ſuitable 


SI 


to fer mentation. Fourthly. That the diſeaſ- 


ed part * to be phunged into the mix- 
ture, 
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tire; while in aQual fermentatiori, as feet 
as its ſituation will permit. Might we not 
join to theſe methods, and to the uſe of 
fixed air, other vaporations; as of vine- 
for inſtance, which, although but 
Fitle capable of ſweetening corruption; 
may, however, ſerve to ſeparate the parts 


of any animal ſubſtance (). — This, per- 


haps, would be the moſt ready means of 
bringing about the ſeparation of the dif- 
8 caſed from the ſound parts: 


$ LXXXIV. Let it not be imagined, 
however, that we prefer the cure by an- 
tiſeptics, to amputation : it will indiſpu- 
tably, be more advantageous, to extirpate 
the diſeaſed maſs, whenever circumſtances 
will permit. 
But, Firſt, It b b that 
the Cancer has attained ſo high a degree 
of malignity, that the prudent ſurgeon 
cannot venture to operate. Secondly. 
There are certain Cancers, which it 


00 Macbride's Eſſays. Exp. xix. pag. I 3 8. 


Vn would 


1 29, 3. 
would be imprudent to amputate. — 
Thirdly. There are others, which are ſi- 


tuated beyond the reach of the inſtru- 


ment, although they are capable of re- 
ceiving the vaporation; ſuch as the can- 
_ cerous uterus, &c. Fourthly. After the 
amputation of a Cancer, there very often 
remain ulcers, which are prevented from 
healing by ſome means of putridity. 
Fifthly. The cancerous infection is ſome- 
times renewed after the amputation, and 
leads us to deſpair of being able to fave 
the patient. lt is, therefore, in all theſe | 
caſes of difficulty, in which we recom- 
mend the attempt to cure by antiſeptics ; 
| becauſe, at any rate, we believe it capable 
of mitigating the pain, and prolonging 
the days of the patient; and in favour- 
able caſes, we think it will even effect a 

eure. 5 hy 
Faving thus Gaiſbed what we meant 
to ſay, on the ſubject of the local or to- 
pical treatment, we will now proceed to 
treat of the ira]: remedies that will | 
be proper in theſe caſes. 
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8 LXXXV. We have "TY obſerved, | 
that the method of treating Cancers in 
the firſt, and in the beginning of the ſe- 
cond ſtage, of the diſeaſe, was commonly 
known and practiced (F 17.), and that it 
was, of courſe, needleſs 4 dwell on it : 


we likewiſe proved, at the fame time, 


that the remedies which had been propo- 
ſed, with a view to remove the obſtrue- 
tions of the cancerous maſs, were abſo- 


1 lutely inefficacious, when it had advan- 


ced far in the ſecond ſtage, and conſe- 


E quently could be of no uſe in the third 


and fourth periods of the diſeaſe. —All 


| ſuch remedies, are, therefore, to be con- 
fdered as chimerical ones. —The methods 


of the empirics have been always contra- 


= Gidory to each other, and even the re- 
medies of the dogmatiſts, have been of- 
ten of a very oppoſite nature. We ſee 


ſome, for example, who, in imitation of 
Boerhaave, employ ſeptic medicines, as 
the fixed alkali; while others follow the 


advice of Galen, and employ vinegar, 
W which is an antiſeptic:—for our own part 
we ſhall attempt to derive our indications 


of 


1 14 J 


of cute; from the phenomena of the dif- 

eaſe, and the reaſoning we have beftow- 
ed on them: and the remedies we ſhall 
employ, will be calculated to promote 
the abſorption of the cancerous virus, and 
to obviate its ill effects. . 


S LXXXVI. The moment there etifts 

a continued ſource of putrid fanies, it - 
cannnot fail to be taken up by the ab- 
ſorbent veſſels; and thus the general 
maſs of humours, becomes, gradually, 
more and more infected, till, at length, 
they become ſuſceptible of the putrefac- 

tive proceſs. — At the beginning of the 

ſpontaneous motion: the fixed principle 

being diſengaged, the elements, which 

compoſe the animal machine, become 
decompoſed, and, of courſe, the whole of 
its organic texture, is, in ſome meaſure, 
deſtroyed. —We know, that when the 
diſcaſe is in a certain degree, the ſolids, 
themſelves, become ſuſceptible of putre- 
faction: — a proof, that the whol@cco- 
nomy feels the effects of the cancerous 


diatheſis: — but if we are aſked, what is 


the character of this diatheſis, we muſt 
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ingenuouſly 1 that we know nothing 
with certainty, concerning its nature.— 


| We are well aware, 
peſtilential putridity, differ from each o- 
ther, and from the purulent and can- 
cerous: but we are, by no means, ſuffi- 
ciently informed by experiments, what 
are the characters peculiar to each, ſo as 
to be able to point out the remedy which 
would be more proper to one than to 
the other of them. It ſeems, therefore, 
that although we are in poſſeſſion of 
many tal remedies, the attemp 
bring back the eee to an healthy 
ſtate, when once affected by 
cerous diatheſis, has hitherto been an in- 
i ſurmountable difficulty. 
We think, however, we have tha 
reaſon to conjecture, that the principal 
difference between the peſtilential, malig- 
nant and ſcorbutic diatheſis, and the pu- 
rulent and cancerous, conſiſts in this; that 
in the firſt three, the ſolids and fluids are 
infect d with the diſpoſition to putrefac- 
tion at one and the fame time, and, as it 
were, by very equal ſteps - ed in 
the two laſt, the Duids are, probably, 


much 


132 


] 


that ſcorbutic and 


t to 


the can- 
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much infected by the china virus, bis 
fore its effects are exerted: on the ſolid 
parts of the ſyſtem : for, to ſay nothing 
of the other oh | 


comes emaciated, the ſolids become dry, 
and acquire a more exquiſite ſenſibility. 
Whence it happens, that the putrid pi- 
culæ, excite them into more frequent and 
irregular motion, which, at length, be- 
comes truly ſpaſmodic ; ; and theſe effects 
are not produced in the other diſeaſes ; if 
we except the malignant fever, when it 
attacks ſuddenly. 

If we are, therefore, farther ae) what 
difference there is between the purulent(;) 
and the cancerous diatheſis, we are in- 

clined to anſwer, that we deduce it, ra- 
ther from their degree of intenſity and 
energy, than from their eſſence. 

Whatever, however, may be the ſpeci- 
fie character of the cancerous putridity, 


— * 


0 We wiſh to be dat here, as ſpeaking of 8 
phiegiſlie purulent putridity, which, far from being the ſame 
as the colliquative en ſeems to differ from it infi- 


nitely. 


„1 


enomena, the patient be- 
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which we leave, with regret, to ds aſcer- | 
tained. by ſome future experiments; it 


| 1 certain, that we have very uſefully em- 


on the antiſeptic treatment, publiſh - 
Boerhaave, celebrated by De Haen, 
the experiments of 
Macbride.—We therefore adviſe others 
to put it in practice, not only in the 
circumſtances we have before marked out 
($ 84.), but likewiſe before the ampu- 
tation of the Cancer, that is advanced 
far in the ſecond ftage, or that has at- 
tained the other period of the diſeaſe. — 
prudent to adopt it during 


, 


a long time afterwards, leſt the effects of 
putrid diatheſis, ſhould take place when 
we leaſt expect it. 5 


F LXXXVII. Every way 3 Gar * 
the indications of cure by antiſeptics, 
may be reduced, Firſt. To the checking 


the actual putrid diatheſis. — If we ſuc- 
ceed in this, the irregular movements of 


the ſolids will ceaſe likewiſe, as well as 
the diſorders of the animal economy, 
to which this infection gives birth, and 


which 


n 
which it cont not fail to 1 while it 
continued in its full force. Secondly. Too 
prevent, as much as paſſible, the gene- 
ration of putrid ichor, which is perpetu- 
ally abſorbed, while there are any remains 
of the cancerous maſs, and is thus con- 
ſtantly re- producing the infection, we 
are attempting to deſtroy. 

The firſt of theſe indications may FX 
TT by diet and medicines. The 
regimen may be eaſily directed to ali- 
ments that are ſuculent, eaſily ſuſcepti- 
* of fermentation, . which abound, 
at the ſame time, with fixed ar, —They 
muſt likewiſe be ſuch, as are likely 
keep the belly gently open: —for re 
cyder, which has been long in bottles; : 


and which is ſuſceptible of the vinous fer- 


mentation; wort, will likewiſe be very 
uſeful : — we wack alſo recommend the 
decoction of ripe fruit, or the follow- 
ing preparation, from the celebrated De 
Haen (a). © Boil eight ounces of barley, 


W 


(a) Ratio Medendi, Tom. 1. 


cc in | 


T. 198: ] 
Tin water, reduce the e to two 
quarts; and add to each of theſe, one 
or two drachms of cream of tartar, or 
© as much nitre ; ; and let this be uſed as 
common drin 
With reſpect to 33 aliments; 3 
dialer; rice, &c. will be of great uſe.— 
The food ſhould be acidulated with le- 
mon or orange juice, cream of tartar, ſor- 
rel, &c. The patient ſhould eat liberal- 
] of fruit ; and if his ſtrength 1s not ſuf- 
| ciently ſupported by theſe, white bread 
may be added, that is well fermented; 
with ſwcetmeats, &c. and when the pu- 
trid diatheſis is ſomewhat moderated, a 
milk diet will be of great utility (o). 
Amongſt a variety of antiſeptic medi- 
eines, the peruvian bark, ſeems to claim 
the preference. — We wan uſed it with 
no little profuſion, in the way mentioned 


| by Dr. Archer of mc giving | the : 


- 


* a 


b) See an excellent diſſertation on n by M. de 
Boiſſieu Page 128, 


0 Machride 8 Els, page 133. 


patient 


R. 137 4 


” patient a d of the cortex every hour, 
and waſhing it down with four ounces of 
the infuſum amarum df the London Diſpen- 
ſatory, ſometimes acidulated with the acid 


_ elixir of vitriol, from ten to chirty drops; 


and ſometimes without acid. 

| We are accuſtomed to keep the belly | 
open, by means of two ounces of the 
pulp of tamarinds, which we give in the 


morning, faſting, in a proper RICE (b) 3 


dome 
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0 1 am of oli; althorigh it is not almioned by the 
leamed author, that a prudent uſe of the ſublimate, would 


add much to the efficacy of this courſe, eſpecially when com- 


bined with other medicines, and ſo aſſiſted by diet; as that no 
bad effects ſhall proceed from its irritating powers: it will 


certainly he a great corrector of cancerous diathefis. ee 


ſee a very ſtriking inſtauce of its good effects, in a caſe re 
| lated by Mr. Gooch, of a lady, who had deep ſpreading can- 

cerous ulcets on her tongue, tonſils and fauces, and who 
had in vain, during two or three years, tried method 
except the ſublimate: Mr. Gooch propoſed the uſe of it in 
very ſmall doſes, and to be long perſevered-in; and after 


1 5 nn and purging he preſeribed it in the following manner: 


. $ 


R. Mercur. Sublimat. Corroſ. Sr. G. 
Aq. Cinnam. Simpl. 
Puræ az unc. 1ij 
f. ſolutio, in Mortario vitreo et add. 
Tinct. Thebaic. gutt. xx. 
f. Hauſt. IV. 
| That 


* 
2 ——_ * 
WA * e * * 9 * a ” 92 * 
* 


> 


" EY Bd Wir gal UG R 1 Pc hh. — St . N Oy 
p - 
= 


1 25 I 


ſemethues! it is ſufficient, for this purpoſe, | 
to e the 2 of honey, 


5 Thatin ingenious We , Tina, Thebaic. 8 a view 
to make, the ſublimate fic eaſier on the ſtomach, having obſer- 
ved; that without ſucha precaution, it often diſagreedbath with 
the ſtymach and bowels, eſpecially when Ds in large, do- 

ſes. It is certain chat the opiate here would tend to mode- 
rate the irritability of the whole ſyſtem, which is known to 
5g acuie in. theſe caſes, and thus, would obviate any ill ef- 

which might otherwild ariſe. from the ſublimate,—In 
this patient, a great many decayed teeth and ſtumps were ex- 

_ to prevent irritation, and ſhe drank a decoction of 
ſarſaparilla, guaiacum, &c—waſhed-her- mouth often with a- 
gargariſm, compoſed of barley-water and mel- roſaceum, in 
every pim of which, two- or three grains of, the ſublimate 
were, iffolved.; — this part of the proceſs would, however, 
by irritating.the ulcers, be likely to do more harm, than good, 
and; therefore. had better been omitted. —Bcſides, this, ſhe ob- 

| ſerved :an cxad regimen, avoiding every thing of a, heating 
and itritating nature, and took now and then a, cooling 

purge, = By this method, ſhe was ſoon better, and in,ſix,. 

months perfectly cured, without any return of; the dilorder. 
It, is obſervable, — the bark is not mentioned in this caſe: 
it would. certainly have been uſeful. — Dr. Akenſide found 
both ahe, cicuta and ſublimate were inſufficient. when uſed by 
themſelves in cancerous caſes, although they proved curative. 
when joined to a decoction of the bark: and, as the inſuffi- 
ciency of the cicuta is now pretty generally acknowledged, it 
would ſeem probable, that Dr. Akenſide's ſucceſs is to be 
wholly aſcribed to the jointæffeds of the bark and the ſubli- 
mate. — In theſe melan tply. caſes, every thing ought to be i 

tried, from which there is a probability of ſucceſs. — See 4 
Gooch's Med. Obfervations, and Dr. Akenſide's Paper i in che 5 | 
Medical Tranſactions, WL. 
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which ought v to be So uſe 
decoctions, Ke. - 

The ſecond idee may be: fulfilled | 
by the ſame means as the firſt, taking ears 


to employ: them in a prudent manner. 
Although convinced both from reaſon 


and experience, that we have thus indica” 
| ted the true remedies for eancerous dias 
_ theſis; we are willing, however; to ac 
knowledge, that they will not ſuceeed in 
all caſes; and here are our reaſons. 
Firſt; There are certain bounds to the ef- 
fects of antiſeptics, beyond: which they 
ſeem to have no energy. —80 long as the 
gluten, which binds together, as it were, 
5 85 ſolid parts, continues to be exempt 
from the putrefactive proceſs, and that 
theſe parts preſerve their natural organi- 
zation, there is reaſon to hope, that they 
may be brought back to their natural 
ſtate; but when this is not the caſe, the 
diſeaſe is irremediable. Secondly. Al- 
though antiſeptics have a tendency to 
ſweeten the putrid humours, yet thoſe 
humours will not fail to diminiſh the ac- 
tivity of many of the medicines we em 
ploy, "— CY them ſuſceptible of 
'T 2 tue 
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the putrefactive proceſs: and this will 
appear to be the more eaſy, when we con- 
ſider that the proportion of active reme- 
dies, muſt neceſſarily be very ſmall, when 
compared with that of the general maſs 
of humours. How great, then, would : 
be the value of a medicine, which when 
mixed with the putrid fluids, ſhould: 
pes a power, of reſtoring them to 
weetneſs, of equal energy with the diſpo- 
ſition with which the putrid fermenting 
principle is endued, of drawing the mild 
and healthy humours, into a ſtate of pu- 
trefaction. opt 
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